Expocd in a True picture of 
E RR 2 
A 


Pretending Scourge to the Backs Stage. 
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A PROLOGUE. on Occaſronal Cinformity 3 55 


being a: full Explanation of the Hulin 


Doctors Book; and an EPILOGUE on 
the Refor mers. | 
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Mis comedy Joris to challenge a Right 
to your Patronage, ſince it is a Defence 
- of that Publick Diverſion, at the Head of 
| which you are by the Royal Authority. Ihe 
WMiſeſt and Beſt People have thought the Stage 
_ . worthy the Encouragement of the State. 
Thus it roſe in Athens, and grew to that E- 
; | Neem, that the State was at greater Expence 
in the Decorations of it, than in the Ferſian 
War. Nay, the Publick Money *prropricggy 
to that Uſe was look d on as a thing ſo da- 
cered, that ſcarce any Exigence of —— wou d 
| _ compel. them to divert it to any other * | 
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In this City the Great Themiſtocles himfelf* _ 
Vas Chora gus, that is, Super-intendent of the 
x Stage, and took care of the Cloaths, Scenes, 
| sand all its other Decorations: The ſame Poſt : _ 
vou now are in, Sir, that Great Man diſcharg'd : 
in Athens, enen ee gyfqrm'd what 
the Choragi did in Athens, 


ens, ſo there it ſtill was 


Ancer the Inſpection of the Magiſtrate, |} 
Navy, Ailton, in the midſt of the Reign — 7 1 
kcæqpuſiaſm. and Bree: ed reds. That the 
Pulpit it ſelf wou'd not be more Efficaciouns 
than the Stage for the promoting Vertue, GW. 
And ev'n our Modern Enemy of the Drama, Mr. 
Collier has been ſo fair as to own that Human 
Wit cantt invent a more effectual Way of Ad- 
| . vancing Vertue, and Diſcouraging Vice, by 
which alone he hasdeſtroy'd the greateſt part 
of his Book: But indeed the Stage has no 
Enemies but ſuch as are Hy pocrites and real 
Enemies to Vertue, becauſe the Stage is a 
profeſsd Enemy to them and their Darling 


1 Mliſers, Prodigals, A ffectation, Hypoeri- 
ſiee, Oc. and that has provok d ſome to be its 
J  @Zealous Foes, under the pretended Name of 
1 Sanctity and Religion. Sbme have pleaded 
againſt like Lawyers for their Fees; and that 
which made them refuſe to put in W 4 
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| — for want bf u Two Güiiriea Bribe, 
prevaild with them to Rail and Droll on the 8 
Stage, without any real Malice to the Di- 
Verlion, but meerly to get a penny. And 
theſe Men, if they cou d hope but a Bribe 
anſwerable to the Undertaking, wou'd write 
as much againſt the Pülpit, as they have a- 
gainſt the State and the Stage bet: Oh . 
There are others who are ini effect Enehnles 1 
of che Stage, who yet pay dear enough for 
Publick Diverſion, while large 8 ubſeriptions 
Enrich « ſingle Perſon, to the Ruin al moſt of 
that more Rational Efitertainment of che 
Prama. But that's a Point tob' tender to 
touch upon at preſent, I ſhall therefore” ſay 
nothing more of it at preſent. IN 
It will be expected, that e ee 0 n. 
Mode of Dedications I ſhou'd here make a 
Panegyric on your .feveral good Qualities ; but 
I know by that I mou rather Offend than 
Pleaſe Got "wh Arte ch fonder of doing 
| Good Deeds, than of hearing of them when 
done. TI will not therefore enumerate your 
Private Acts of Generoſity, or Benefits done 
to Particulars, tho I eaſily cou d; but I cant 
but take notice of thoſe from which the Pub- 
lick derives a Benefit, I mean your Manage- 
mend of the Theatre. When under a — 5 
i 5 4 . 
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of inert there was ſo great a Defection, that: 

te but ; Poon Players were left with. the; 

” - Patent, by your Care, and under your Wing, 

they workd "hes Way. to the Eſteem of the 

Ton, and ſoon became Powerful Rivals of 

thoſe "whoſe Eſtabliſh'd Reputation threa-. 
tend them with Ruin. Vou have ſpar d no 

Coſt for the Beautifying and Convenience . 

e Theatre, for the Decorations, of the Stage, 

and all things elſe that might improve the 

Pleaſureè of the Spectators. 

I0o you, d this following play is 
juſtly Dedicated, becauſe it is a Defence of 
what you, have beſtowed ſo much Time and 
ſo much Money to ſupport, and in which. 

To have, as e as was 0 0 8 the, 
* W 


* 


# 
- * 


FIR e — 1 am, Sir, your | 
A mot humble Serra. 
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PROLOGUE | 
Gebe 2 onformity. 


5 By One Dreſ'd One half like a Noncon Poſen on, 


and the other like an Orthodoz Bovine, 


I Dreſs is odd, but yet 11 Alamode, 
| Invented to unite Mann with God; 
This Side is Real, and full of Native SPIT Ez 


. This I put on to get ſome Money by t. 


This Side is 
This is more 


filF'd with Sandtify'd Grimace ; * 
Debonair in hopes of Place. 


This Obſtinate againſt Religious Forms; 
« This, brifd ty Gain, OCCASIONALLY . CONFORMS. 
OCCASIONAL CONFORMING is our Darling, h 


Which 
. 
1 


blets, Lampoons, full ſtuff d with Lies 
Sbodls 3 we . 


Aitaque, you ſet us All a Sar 


Pointing to each 
ſide << ar by 


lin 
es 7 Non ſence, 
1 abroad in point of 4 0 eee, 728 


- 


1 be — 


How can it chuſe has put our Tribe in Paſſion, 

By HUMANE Laws 10 be forbid Damnation? 4 
Tis an Invaſſon of the. Rights winherit ; 
Damnation 7s 4 Right we Nw in Spirit. e 
Ii this that 5 us Saints thus all to Work, © 
Jo Church Conforming to ſet. up the Kirk. — 
* Pimps, Preac hrs, Porters, Pedlerg, Weavers, Hubers, 1 
Say tr. Coblers, Tayl#s and every Sort but Thinkers © 
Rhimffers, Atheiſts, Heilt, Whoremdfters ane Drinler r. 
For Kirk, like Ark of Noab, no Beaſt refuſes, 
But takes in All, tho for her ſeveral. Uſes. ) $ 


Word force un thus upon our $oul's Salvation, 
TANTIVY BOYS alone oppoſe our dear Damnation. 
A Pox upon their Leal to fave our Souls, | 
. They'd make us * that is, they'd male Us Fools. 2 
In bi they g Ber of .Cantin 3 
If Liberty 75 > Fog Gald be wanting. 8 
+ 4 Florid Fried of ours has prov'd of Spc 
155 POW R 7 male ur dreaded by the State, 


Therefore to make et more F 1 
He'd” only have Your ir E. 


laces for Our ||, 2 Ir His 
For fonte the Riches that me rate wo 85 TT 
He wiſely adds your Truſts and Places too, 


Nay, ſcarce 4 MODERATE Churchman 7 the Nation, 


. Which when we haze jon need not fear Our a 10 . 


For Forty Eight Our Tenderneſs will probe, 
When We like dating Mothers Nursd Your Cit © 
gore none will ſay. we left it in the Lurch! OL 48 

call d it by hard Numer, or felt d. it Land, 


We for Your Sales fecar'd, tho in. Our Hadi. 
Mere harmleſs Lambs indeed 5 a nebel not 
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* The Author of Prate at D and War Abroad, makes the Diſſenrers ro conſiſt af 
ſuch a Rabble. 


# 


\ FT The ore mie Author of Peace. ar Hite, ana War — * Such 
"= op Diſſererr N 


*The lame, | 


ax" ** 
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Like 
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I)zße Prologue. N 
Like Galleſp Doves for this dear Pow'r we Stickle, © 
Meeri, I vow, to ſaue our Conventicles 
Lawn Sleeves, and Mytres then, miih Joy we'll ſee © 
| In Fundamentals We with Lou agree. n | 
Ah-! Why then will jon with Diſſenting Brother 


"A 


. 


} 


1 


Hom -very Complaiſant to You We'll be, 
- To Neighbouring Scotland turn not thus your Eye. 
Thus far in Friendly Quiſe I'm bid to prove ye, FTA 
But if this fail, have other Arts jo move ye. 5 
li eur Author imltaing Baye 
Come Bir prepard Fattqut you, Sire, Twowdjo, I 
If mild, beſeeching, humble, wheedling, Speeches © 
Won't gain your Favour why then— E iſs am B— 
\ (a) Mere Rich, and, 'Sirs, ta Riches Pom ne er wanting) 
Aud ſiuce we loſe our Point by humble Canting, VP 
We'll try our Bilboes—— or at leaſt our Ranting. 
Our (b) Author tells you bom far we are alle 
Once mono to turn Paul's Church into a Stable; 


* 


And iff jou thus g on ſtill 10 provoke AS, - ' YT 
Well ſurely do it, or may the Devil choak us. 
40 ; # | ; 7 . 1 The 
Wi —— _ ———— Tr er mer oy rere ov 
_ * They pretend tis only to ſecure the AR of Toletation The Dr. 
85 1 Authar of Peace at Home, and War abroad. 5 (4) This is the Doctor's way - 
_ of-Arguing,; for he firſt tells us hom little is to be apprehended from the Diſſenteri, 


by realen of their mean and low Condition, and then haw much we ſhou'd fear diſe-' 
of ing them for. their Wealth and Power; for as if bred in Mr, Colliers School, he = 
tells us Riches * 5 not only Conſideration, but Power; he puts them in mind, that if 
they cant gain Heir Point by fair Means, they. muſt. do it by force; he exhorts them 
1 and then furnithes chem wich Reaſons, * as they are) to juſtifie it. 
A worthy Champion of the Church and Religion; and he wiſely inlinuates the Sigge- 
rity of his Zeal ee Religion, and is urging the Care the Stare oughe 
to rake of its Preſervation, when. he is -undermining the Religion eſtabliſh'din his 
Country, by digging down the Fences the Wiſdom of the Nation have made about it; 
and it is hard to believe, that he who wou'd deſtroy the National Religion, -wou'd 
- truly promote any: And all choſe Authors, he Animadverts on for Deiſm, Socinia- 
niſm; c. can do leſs damage to Religion, than he who undermines the Religion of 
his Country by a popular Way of advancing its Enemy.” - Againſt the firſt every © 
one is arm'd,-azainſt the latter Men provide no defence, as apprehending no Deſign of + 
Iavaſion. (b) The ſame Author. e 
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SATY ee good Senſe, . in her Humoi ur, 4 
Lover of Company, and free in her ne s 
_'@true Honour and Wie a Friend of the Sages... 


1 a. 


Her Friend and Coufin, ſomething more reſerw'd, abt who; 
tho* ſhe love Company, is more Nice in the Choice of it, a 


„ 5 es e le, and eee the gage. 


( AMan of lt and found Judgment; Vers and Honour, 
F 8 of true Morals and Religion; a Friend to the Stage, becauſe it 
e promotes Vertue by expoſing Fool, "or and Rnaves. LY 


| 8 An earneſi Foe to Hyporgiſie and Coxeombs, Ae e ente 8 
FT Hotſpur: | Honour, Religion and good Senſe ; and a Tealous Friend to the 


MT * ir ease ernte by expoſing he aero adore | 


An affected Hypocrite uet, and Jilt, and one whoſe Res 
putation has not been es, Cor notorious Blemiſhes in the very 


8 the World, and yet continues no Enemy to the Cau 


Clemene. er loſt Reputation, by hoping now to ſecure her ſelf under 
| a noiſie railing at Vice, pretends to be a group's Enemy to | 
the Stage fince the OY Mr: Las Book, an Admirer 
, of Sir Ferry it wood. Y 4s AS * KN 2457 * 
4 . | : Yea of his Quality, a Smatterer in poetry, ws having his 
22 +» - © Uord Vaunt-Title, < Plays refus'd, turns Enemy to the Stage, and 9 the 
C Poets for bringing jo Lords paar, 223 bo 


* 


ay Pert, Talkative, Half. witted, e vain 107 a 'very line | 
Learning, always ſwims with the Stream of Popular Opinion, 
a great Cenſurer of Men and Books, always Poſitive, ſeldom or 
never in the Right, a Noifie Pretender to Vertue, and an Im- , 
pudenr Pretender ro Modeſty, a Hypocrite, and falſe Zealot for 
Religion, and ſets. up for a eformer of the Stage, of a Saga- 
cions Noſe, 'in 1 our smut or Obſceniry ; a wonde 1 
Artiſt ar i ophaneneſs out of all rug chat fall into 
his Hands; a profeſſd Enemy of the Stage requenter 
of it; . ought a Divine, but for . beſt known-ro 
* himſelf he has caft-his Gown for the Vattities of a Beau Wigg 
and Sword; Yo Proud, Ill rs aud incapable of Conyers | 
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k nter Urania and Ela: 


*. 


0 Viſitarits yet, "Couſind This i is very ſtrange. 


of the Town. x 


22 U. Lown Lhave thought the time ſince Dinner tedious enough in 
cs. ---- Ac | | 


os 


-* 


Elig. That neither of us have had ſo much 40 one e alt ii 
while, I confeſs is ſomething uncommon, when your Houſe 
is the conſtant. Rendezvous of all che Voung ant; Gay 


4 CONT 
in all Gon- 
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"The Blox f ihe «Saas r 
El To me, on n the contrary, it has ſeem'd extreamly ſhort. 8 | 
Ua. Oh, Couſin! Good Wits love to be alone. £ 
" Elis. Ah, Madam! I'm the Wits very humble Servant, but you Wowi my | 
| 2 Pretences to Wit are but very lender. 
= U. The leſs you Pretend, the more is your Right, Couſin--. But, for my part 
| I avow my Love of Converſation and Society] Solitude is a kind of eld 
of Self. love, and may be excuſeable, where there are Beauties to feed the Va- 
1 nity: But find ſo little in my ſelf to pleaſe my ſelf, that m forc d to call 
3 in the Auxiliaries of good Company to drive away fo unpleafing an Invader. 
| Elia. Nay, my good Couftn,. I am not ſo ſmitten” With my ſelß neither, 
as to be an Enemy of Converſation, Nature has made us for Society, and 
theres no living without it. And as ſhe has made- it neceſſary, foam 
I far ſtom thinking ir diſagregable: But then Em for a choſi Company; that 
122 is ſelect and pickt, not promiſcuous. I hate the ImpertinentVifits of 
Is and Fops, of the Crafiy, Cloſe, and Defi igning, of both Sexes, that 
ut us on à painful Guard, and pervert the Pleaſure into a Buſineſs: Tis that 
Medley of Company which you receive, that makes it fo Aae to me to be 
ſometimes alone., 
V. Youf Delicacy is too refim d. and your Palate too nice, FF vou can re- 
liſh the Converſation of none but People of Senſe. 
1 Ser And your Complaiſance too general, that can admit indifferently of 
Its 
'Ura. The Reaſonable grat ifi my Underſtanding, the Fantaſtic my Mirth. 
Ireliſh the Witty, and laugh at the Fools. 
Ekz.'A Fool diverts but once, the ſecond Viſit muſt be nauſeous: Who 
more than once wou'd hear my Lord Vaunt-Tiiles ridiculous: Harangues on 
| 2 Or Sir Jerry Witwoud's Awkward Love or Scandal ? His LEP 5 
? $i the ie Knight's heavier Criticiſms ? | | 
| Us. On Dreſs, and Plays? 
5 Elia. On fie 0 he's more ſevere, 2 an old Maid of Si x who owes. 
3 her Celebacy to her loſt Reputation; nicer n the ſecond 1 Cox- 
Henk uft.arriv'd from France; on the laſt more ill natur d than an exploded 
Poetaſter. ö 
Ura. Nay, my Lord, and he are Enemies to women, good Dreſs, and 
- Plays, with 7 GR Reaſon, being laugh'd at by the Ladies, ſhunn d and pointed 
2 at by the Men, and expos'd by the Stage. 
7 7 hiz. Nay, the Play-houſe, I confeſs, they ought to abhor, fince they fo 
| /? 1/4 6 offs ſee their own ugly Faces there. 
2 oa. The Stage-glaſs is not made to flatter Fools and Knaves, and then 
bY Tees : tt they and their Friends are for breaking the honeſt Mirror. © 
; — 1 Lord! Can't they forbear looking in it, if they are frighted at their 
own Faces: 
, 5 Or can't they correct their Follies, if they find. them > ai 
reeable ? - 
3 9  Eliz. Oh! Never Couſin, never; a Fool is always too fond of his own- 


| Hadgment, to own his. Error by quitting his F _ 5 and the Knave finds — 
muc 


> 22 


-- 9 in a Blanket, &c. 3 


much the ſweet of his Roguery to diſcard: it, at the expence of his Intereſt ; _ 
and their real Quarrel to the Stage, is not that ir ſhows their Pictures de- 
torm'd"to, themſelves, but to every Body elſe. | Ig 


Ura) I dare ſay this is the greateſt "on his Lordſhip, the Knight, and / 


ſome others, have to it. Their Follies an 
well beloy'd, not to engage them in the Squabble. 
Elis. How can you then admit of their Viſits? 1 
. Ura. Becauſe every Body elſe does, and I hate to be ſingular; tis always 
the effect of Pride, IIl- natute, or Hypocrifie : Equipage and Title rakes 
away all Blemiſhes; for tis only the Poverty of the Fool, or Sinner, nor the 
Folly, or the Guilt, that makes a Fop, or Debauchee, Scandalous, or to be 
{hunn'd Beſides, I have order'd my ſelf to be deny'd, but the familiar 
things will take no denial. I know no way bur making my Footmen turn 
em out of Doors; and that's a Remedy worſe than the Diſcaſe——— But 
why do we ptepoſterouſly trouble our ſelves with their Impertinence, when 
we have the good Fortune to be free from their Viſits? I wonder Dorimant 
is not come yet, when he promis d to be here betimes, to give us a Cha- 
racer of the laſt New Play, and Sup with u? | ; 95 
Eli. Ten to one he has forgot it. Men naturally forget an Appointment : 
When is the only proſpe& of the Aſſignation, the only Vice they are invited 
t ® L #3 W639" : WY & hw Ws F : ' £ ' 


0. * 
Ura. Not Men of Dari mant's Senſe and Vertue. Eliza, a Man of Senſe; 
knows there is no Merit in Vice; and whatever Folly may on him to the 
Converſation of the Weak and Diſhoneſt of our Sex, he eafily finds, that 
there can be no ſure Satisfaction on Friendſhip where there is no Vettue. 


. #& 


Vices are too conſpicuous, and too 


a _ 
» 
# > 


Enter Page. 


Page. Madam, my Lady Clement is come to wait on your Ladiſhip. 
Ura. Heav'n forbid! Ah! my dear E/iza, who can bear this killing Viſit 2 
Elis. A juſt Judgment on you, Couſin, for your Complaint of Solitude. f 
Ua. Run, run down immediately, and tell her Im not at homme. 
Page. L have told her already that you are, Madam. 
Urea. You heedleſs little Animal you, what have you done? 
Page. Who I, Madam? e 3 . Sg 
Urra. Tt have you better taught than to give Anſwers on your own Head: 
Page. I'll run down and ſtop her I'll tell het that your Ladiſhip'is not 
pleas d to be at home. C Going. 
Aon Stay, you thoughtleſs thing, you you've done miſchief enough 
already. ] W554 wet DV. 
rh Why, Madam, *twill time enough; for when I came up ſhe was 
engag d in a Diſpute with a Lord, whoſe Coach was paſſing your Ladiſhip's 
Door when her's ſtopp'd. 1 oO OT ONE 0929 1-4 2 Na 
Lea. Go, get you down, and wait on her up Oh! my Eliza] He 
ſhall we ſupport the Fatigue of this Viſit? © moo nn 
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£ all Av ons, as Oliuia fays, 154 think her (with reſpett to her Quality be it 
ſpoken) one of the moſt infipid Monſters that ever pretended to Arguing. 
Ua. Your Expreſlions, my Dear, is a little too groſs. 

Eliz. Not one jot—— No, no Tis no more than her due; hay, 


much leſs, if I did her Juſtice— Oh ! She's the moſt intolerable of * 
- pertinents. . 


Ura. That ſhe moſt exclaims at. 


Elis. Nay. „IL confeſs the Lady is naturally a little fati ing, and my Aveifion 


% 


Elis. She may exclaim at the Name as ch as ſhe ae mei 18 moſt " | 


ſibly the Thing; for in ſhort ſhe is from Head to Foot the moſt affected 
ture alive, ſhe looks as if her whole Body were out of Joint; her Shoulders 
Hips and Head, moving like Clock-work on Springs. dhe altos 2 continual 
Laden iſhment of Vice when ſhe ſpeaks, and is perpetually ſimpering and 
"rougher Eyes, to Court the Re eputation of a little Mouth and full Eyes. 
St, not ſo loud Shou'd ſhe come up and overhear us 
12. Oh, never fear; ſhe comes not yet—— Her Mind's as affected as 
ner 5 Boly z ſhe ſtruggles hard to a Reputation of Wit and Religion, but her 
Akwardneſs betrays her Hy pocriſie and Folly : She Cora the Neceſſities 


of a a 3 Reputation, a Looſe a with the eaſie mpaſirion, of Noiſe 
ence. f 
6885 No more L hear her - It receive er at my Chamber 
| 1 1 | 6 
Eliz. But one * and Tve Lane: — d Hain have het Marry'd to the 


Lord we mentioned juſt now; there's ſuch a near Relation betwixt their Un- 
derftanding, their Vertue and err Folly, that the — muſt needs be extra · 


ordinary. 
Ura, Hold ſpot Tenge -See, ſhe' s here. 
| Enter Clemene.. 


| Madam, how long 't tis ſince — 
0% 


Oh! a Chair immediately] F 
- . Ura, Page, a Ghai quickly. | | 


r Ra arr 28 
Ura, Ah, Naum the Nuauer, * 2; 


Clem. Eli Een ty a 4 

Lira. What ill you have? * 

Cem, Eh! Eh! My Heart aheaing flat 

Ta. The Vapours ? 5 2 

Cen. No, no = 19: 2034s *,6 

Una Will ooo be aloe ian © bro: 
a. That Sour 1 temper 2. #4: } 

| Ele. How long have you been ill? 8 

1 1355 Eh! I have deen above theſe Three Hours at tha ar Place—Fht_ 
I 5 Elis. , What 


%. 


do \F 

4 

+207, 
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Eh1 mee Dear excuſe, me!— Let me dee. if rn n bot juſt dead! 


Eliza. What filthy Place, Madam, cou'd your Ladiſhip go to? Peg? er ol 
Clem. I proteſt ee m aſham d to name it — Eh! S908 
F CME ILI Ri7 1 
Clem, Nay, but my Lord Vuunt- Title, and Sir Jerry Witwoud cattyd me 
by main force—— Let me dey.! It was à perfect Rape on my Underſtanding. 
Eli. Pray, Madam, explain your ſelf, - '* - We? 5 | 
Cen. Eh! That School of Debauchery, the ' Play-houſe, Medem! Let me 
dey, if 1 have been there fince the Charming Mr. Go/lzer's Book came 
out, before. And now for my Sins, Madam, for my Sins, was I hurry'd to 
that Sink of Prophaneneſs and Smut Bur it has given me the Palpitation 
of the Heart ſo violently, that let me dey, I ſhar't recover it this Fortnighr. 
Elis. Ah, Coufin! The Miſery of Humane Life ! How ſtrangely Diſeaſes 
fall on us, which we never dream of! 2 * 
Clem, And then———- which is the biggeſt Misfortune of all, Madam, 
let me dey, if I did not Juſt at your Ladiſhip's Door meet my Lord Truewr?'s 
Coach, who on my Complaint had the odious Fally Militate for the hideous 
beaſtly Play-houſe. | «I. 7 
Ura. Town, Madam, I don t know what Sort of ſtrong Conſtitution my 
Couſin and I are made of, for we were there twice this Week, and yet came 


home fate and ſound, eaſie, pleas d, and gay. 1 
- Clem, Eh! Madam, and are you one of the Abandon d? Do you ſee Plays too? 
Ure, Yes, and mind em too. | 1 
Clem. And do they not put you almoſt into Convulſions? 
 Ura. I thank my Stars Im not ſo nice; and for what I can find by Plays, 
hoy. more likely to Cure than make us Sick. | | 7 
Clem, Eh! Madam! What is't you ſay ? Can any Perſon, that is a Perſon of 
the leaſt Reverence in Underſtanding, advance ſuch an extravagant Obſurdity ? - 
Can a Lady of any feen Parts run ſo directly on the Point and Edge of 
Reaſon, without any Apprehenſion of a——— And is there in reality any 
Perſonof Senſe, who is ſo very hungry and greedy after Laughter, as to be 
able to reliſh the nauſeous Impertinencies of Plays? Eh! tor mee part, I a. 
vo mee inſenſible of the leaft grain of Wit in eny of em: They all pro- 
voke mee in the moſt furious Degree of diſguſt, and ev'n Sickneſs at every 
thing in tem. e {ia 
Elis. Ah! With what a charming Eloquence my Lady ſpeaks ! I ſwear” 
Lthought a Play a good, innocent, - uſeful, Entertainment! But the. has fo 
perſuaſi ve an Art, and gives what ſhe Faye ſo agreeable a Turn, that we 
can't reſiſt our Inclinations to fide with her Opinion. el 
a. Tm not fo full of Complaiſance to facrifice my Opinion to another's, 
Humour, without Conviction: And till I have better Reaſons than any f 
the Party have yet urg d, I ſhall think well of the Stage, 
Clem. Eh ! let me dey, Medem ! if I have not the leaſt Pity for you — Eh, 
take my Opinion mee Dear, and recall the Deviations of your Judgment, 
let not the World, the cenſorious World, know that ever the filchy odious 
Plays cou d pleaſe you. % 11.5% e eee een I 
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a Pld be Kir „ 5 
* . Eliz. Ab, Coulin! how Gay and Engaging is the very Manner and Air of 
muy Lady's Diſcourſe? The very Dreſs ravilhes, but the Sence Tranſports. 
How I pity the poor Players, who havę ſo powerful an Enemy. . © 
Len. Eh! the Hideous " Obſcenity and Ordures of the Plays. 

U. Sure, Madam, your Ladiſhips Smell has a pecutiat Wen that Way! 
For I proteſt Ican diſcover noſuch Matter! 

Clem. No, no, mee you ſhall never perſwade me to tha. but 
vou are one of the obſtinate ne Des who tho' Convinc'd, think it a Scandal 
to own” your Etrour— for let. me dey, Medem, if the filthy Poets do not 
leave the odious Things ſo Open and Barcfacd, that there's not ſo much as a 
Lawn Veil drawn over them to juſtifie the Beholders, but the beaſtly Nudi- 

ties are ſo very Monſtrous and Viſible, that the moſt proſtituted Eyes in the 
Univerſe can't look that Way without Bluſhes and Confuſion. 
Eliæ. Ab! —how many Charms are in my Lady e 
Den. He! he] he! he! bY: 
. Pray, Madam, be Particular point out foind E theſe Ges as 
Pen call em... 
Clem. Eh! Madam, is there then a Neceſſity of being Particular} ? 
Tra; Yes, where the Caſe is Doubtful. 
Clem. Eh ! | : py 
Ua. Come, pray be Particular. » . 
5 - Clem, Eh! fie! : be BBg 12 
Da. I beg you. 
Gem. Eh Madam, you call all the Blood in my Body to my Face! Fa in 
| the laſt Confuſion, Ive not one Word to ſay to you! 


ü on 5 Im Ignorant of the Cauſe, being not able to diſcover theſe ns 
my ſe 


Cem. So much the Sent for yon. 
Dra. So much the better rather in my Opinion" I only MIA d to be | 
- what they ate offer d for, not give my ſelf the immodeſt atigue to. Rack and 


Torture an Expreſſion to confeſs a guilty PEEP which the Poet neither expos'd | 
to my View, or Meant. | 


Clem. A Woman's Modeſty ! /, 11 ny 15 

Ura. A Woman's Modeſty lyes u. not in o Griniaces and Aﬀettation of liner 
more in thoſe Particulars than other People; this Affectation is the - wortt 
Symptom in the World of a fick Mind; and there can be no Modeſty in the 
World ſo Ridiculous as that which takes ey Ty. thing in the worſt Sence. 
Itdiſcovers what Hypocrifie wou'd conceal, for it muſt argue a very good Ace- 


aintance with the Lady to know her in a Mask and Dilguile, and* that at 
rſt Sight. 


Clem. In ſhort, Madam, you may be what you pleaſe— but all Plays are full | 
of inſupportable 'Ordures. © - 


Elis. That's a moſt charming Word Madam, I don't know what it means, 
26 certainly tis the moſt raviſhing Word in the-World, | 


Cen. In 885 1 W 1 your own Coun takes 5 my part. 


* oa 
Aa 


Ura; _ 
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Wa. Ah Madam. if you dare believe me, you ſhou'd not build much on 
that, ſince ſhe's a Diflembler, and won't ſpeak her Mind. | 
Elis. Oh! fie, Confin— be not ſo Miſchievous to bring me into Suſpicion 
with my Lady ! Shou'd ſhe give Credit to your Calumny, how Unfortunate 
1.47 ol [ hope, Madam, Tlye under no fuch injurious Thoughts from 
your Ladiſhip. _ | | $ 9 
| 7 Oh No, no, mee Dear, I mind her not, and believe you more Sincere. 
Elis. Madam; | you te infinitely in the Right, and you do me but Juftice 
when you believe. ,' I think you one of the moſt accompliſh'd and engaging 
Perſons. Alive; that Imentirely vanquiſht by your Reaſons, am abfolutely of 
your Sentiments, and extravagantly charm'd with every expreſſion you- utter. 

Clem, Eleſe ! Madam, I ſpeak without Affectation. 1 
Eli. That's Apparent, Medem ! as that all you ſay and do is Natural and 
Eaſie, your W ords the Tone of your Voice, your Mien, your Actions, your 
Addreſs, has I know not what of Quality in them, which charms ev'ry Be- 
holder; I'm ftudying every Motion of your Eyes and Mouth; and I'm ſo full 
of you, Medem, that the Town in alittle Time will take me for a very Coun- 
terfeit of your Ladiſhip. FOR 12 fo 0 
_ Clem. Eh Medem ] you mock mel. 

Eliz. How can you think meſo Stupid? 
Clem. Let medey, Medem, I'm but a Scurvy Model. 

Eliz. The beſt in the World, Medem. 2 

Clem. Eh ! You flatter me, mee Dear 
Elis. Not inthe leaſt, Medem! 
ien. Spare my Bluſhes I conjure you, Meademn. 
Elis. Eh! Medem, I've ſpard you extreamly, for I've not ſaid a quarter 
of what I think. | Fe 8 
ien. Eh! Medem! Ged Medem no more —Yo've put me into a moſt in- 
expreſſiable Confuſion in ſhort, Medem Urinia, weare two to one, and Ob- 
ſtinacy and Opiniatietures, you know, are ſo unworthy a Woman of Wit, 


Enter Lord Vauiit-title at the Chowk Door Pragting with the Page, who n 


Page. Pray, Sir, go nofarther ! 
Lr. Sureyoudon'tknow me / _ ; r 
Page. Yes, my Lord, Ido — but you are not to come . 
Lord. What brutal Inſolence is this? e ka 
Page. My Lord, don t call your Civility in Queſtion by forcing into a Lady's 
Apartment whether ſhe will or ner. FE TOOL. 
Lord. Icome to wait on your Lady. 4 © Choe ers 
Page. But my Lady, Six, will not be waited on — 1 told your Lordſhip 
OOO r 

Ford. Why, I ſee her in the Room there. I 
Page. That's true, my Lord but yet I tell you ſhe isnotwithio, _ -- 

Ura, What's the Matter there? LN: e 
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Lor. Only on Langs Page is for * the Fool a little, Madatn. 

Page: I told my Lord that you? Lad¹ was not at t Home, and yet he 
F odd needs preſs b into the Room. | | ANY 

Ur. And why did you tell ny Lend 407 ig Alber e en hy 3 

Page. — your Ladiſhip was angry laſt time be letting him know that 
vou were within. 

/. Was evet ſuch Impudence In io Youpe 2 Creature! 1 hope your Lord. 

ſmip has a better Opinion of me than to believe What he ſays; he takes your 

_ "Lordſhip for an Impertinent *Daacing-mafter I caution'd him about. 
Lord. Oh! Medem, Pm infinitely ſatisfy'd of the Truth of what you f 

and in Reſpedct of your  Ladiſhip 1 ſhall forbear to Teach pi to diſtingui iſh 

better betwixt a Man of Quality and a Dancing - maſter. 

Fus. There's an obliging difference, You? Nie ene 
Ur H Chair there, Icnpertinent. ach bee d vt: 
Pe ge. There is one Madam. sue 

L Reach it my Lord. * The Pie Outs 1 radel 2 Him 
Lord. Your Page, Medem, has a ſtrange Averſion to wy Perſon. 
Elis. Hes much inthe Wrong, my Lord. _ | 
Lord. I fancy my ill Mien is not engaging enough with kim, [Het ha! hat 
hey! hey! hey !— But pray Ladies what were you upon? 
Ura, The Play-houſe, my Lord. Aa 39.4 8.4 
Lord, ] juſt came from it. l Nen - | 
Elis. With this Lady. 


Lord. Right, Madam, ſhe did n e the Hoger to Sacrifice Three Ras t to 

the Adornment of the Boxes: For Rat me if there has not been a Dearth of 

Beauty there ever fince- her Ladifhip has forſaken the Houle, Except when 

Four Ladiſhip was there. 

Dien. Well, my Lord, ; Four Opinion of the Flay-houfe. . 
5 Lord. Rat me, a moſt Impertinent Place. . 11 
Gem. Eh How 1 am Raviſh'd with your judgment, mee Lord 

Lord, Oh! Tis a moſt Abominable [ofpid Place, Rat me, in the Univerſe! 

Why, Medem; the Devil take me if I was not horribly fqueez'd to get a Place 

there! I thought | ſhould have been Smother'd or Preſs'd tc to Death to get in. 

See how Hideouſly my Cloaths and Peruque are and Rumpled By your 

' Favour, Lady, I muſt adjuſt me. | Goes to the Glaſs. 


Eig. Naw, that indeed ou ght to cry bene on the] +. Apd, Jan es 
your Lordfhip's Cenſure. 


Lord. And then the Vulgar Raſcals ſhite with pee in the Diyaron ; 
the very Footmen in the Upper Gallery will gulf the Plays as well and 
loader-rhan their Maſters, tho indeed the Beaſt ly things are. % oF . clic 


Lis tym wn 
1 . Why hoe has che Stig « offended \ yout Lordfhig? | rad 
Ws. Lord. Rat me, Medem, the Saucy RO that tread it 'wou'd not i 2 
Play 1 wrote for N. Pivertion, la ate A hey, ſhould not loſe 


by it It, - r 


? : - 4 
F 5 2 Sy, 9 


— 


dun 


2 ! in br, eo” ; 2 9 
Cle. That indeed was an inſupportable Affront. 
Lord. And then, Medem, the Parts are fo impudent ſome- 

times to make a Lord a Fool. 

e 8 no Reflection on the Lord chat has Wit and 
Led. Rat me if 1 wou'd not dare hen Prabb Fl vat that 
it WR ie oi 


— 
— 
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Tio 97 15 a Enter Str Jerry Wirwoud. 4 

K 75 7. I beg your Pardon, Madam, fri ſo late a Vite: : 

But ſince the Play I was hurry'd away by a Couple of Ports 

of Quality, to hear Two Lampoons, Two Ditties, and ſome 

other Madrigals, which I've forgot already. 

Clem. I warrant they were hideons Creatures, Sir Jerry, 
that you cou'd not ſtay no longer with 'em, 


9 


Sir Ferry. They were the Top of the Extraordinary Pri- | 


vate Scribblers, that always communicate their own Writings 


in a Third Perſon's Name, that they may have the liberty 
of praiſing them the more; and indeed deſerve the upper 


end of all he Coxcombs in Town. Their Poetry was like 
à Bitch over - ſtock d with Puppies, the Litter of was 
ſo large, that they ſuck'd the Senſe to the Skin and Bone. 
I look. upon à Man capable of but Four big Misfortunes— 
III Dres, no Money, Scribbling without Learning, and Liy- 


ing without a Bell y-Paſlion ; and of theſe Four which do 


"Your Ladifhip. Think the Three biggeſt? 
Ora. Oh! The Three firſt without diſpute, Sir Jerry. 
Sir Jerry. And of theſe Three were both theſe Sparks moſt 


5 rampantly guilty : They had the Cacoethes of Scribbling with- | 


out Learning, Dreſſing without Genius, and running in 
Debt without any Money to pay: It's empty of Wit as a 
Modern Comedy, as ill Breſs d as a Temple Beaux, and as 


poor as—as—as a * Enſi gn, or Colledge Ser- 5 


| vitor. | 


c I 


e The . js wy the. Fo 9 

| Caen. But, Sir Jerry, this Company s divided about the 
Pla —houſe, your Opinion, may decide the . 
Sir Jerm. The very Mark of the Beaſt i 
1ouſly rampant in Smut and Pro Nom e I 

Clem. Do you hear that, Madam? Sir 70 is a Scholar, 
and hedeclares for me. 

Ura. Opinion and vogue, Wa. las ſeldom any «arte 
on me, if Reaſon be againſt them pe and Re. 
can never loſe their Excellence, becauſe a Faction run on 
in a Cry, that has been artfully rais'd by mean Deſigns, only 
to gratifie a Private Gain by a Publick Injury, : 
Vir Jerry. Madam, when I ſay it, you may dalsße your 
ſelf I have Reaſons enough for my Aﬀertion,. 


3 Enter Dorimant. 


Dea. Oh! D you are come to my Aſſiſtance in a 


lucky Minute, and bring Right, a :/Pather: Advocate than 2 
Woman. 


Dor. Not than ſuch a Woman as s your. Ladifhip, Madam 2 
But I pray Ladies. and Gentlemen keep your Places, nor let 


me interrupt your. Diſcourſe, for you are on a e that 
has long divided the Town. 


Dra. Here's my Lord's a violent Enemy of the Stages 

Lord. True, Medem, I amſo-—— for it's Contempt of 
Quality. In ſhort, it is a moſt deteſtable Place; refuſe me, 
deteſtable to the laſt Degree; more deteſtable than any 
thing that can be call'd deteſtable,, 

Dor. My Judgment and Reaſon then are moſt deteſtable. 
Fa Crs Why, rat me, Dorimant, doſt thou pretend « to de- 

nd it? 

Dor. Ves, my Lord, I am that bold Man But pray, 
5 Lord, what are the Reaſons of your LO ora N 

Lord. Reaſons why the Stage is bk el 
| Dor. Ves, my Lord. ; 


, 4 


* 


: an 


e Ben ö . 
Lord. It is deteſtable, becauſe it is deteſtable. 
Dor. After this indeed, who wou'd ſay one word 


more The Sentence is paſt, and the Pulpit without ny 
more ado condemm d. 


Lord. Sir Jerry here's of my nd. ge 
Dor. The Authority is emails. I corel 


Sir Ferry. And are you a Defender of the Sta > 
Dor. Certainly, Sir Jerry. add 


Lord. Demme, III take care to e the poor Rogues 
of their” Advocate. Hay! hay! He, he, he! 


Cem. Eh! Let me dey, Mr. Dorimam, this is furiouſly 


755 
1% 44 


| incon nous to your Reputation! for Mr. Collier * 


prov 


the Poets à Company of ſtrange d debauch' d Fellows— 


Who ate furiouſly my Averſion. 


Dor. Mr. Collier does by the Poets, what he ſays Ari 1 10 | 
ves did by Soerates, he puts them on an odious Dreſs, and 
then Rails at em for their Hibit. But what ſay you if I 

perlaaded to be for the Sag e, even . your, beloved | 
Mr. e 4 1 : io 


_— 
due! he! he! Thar: pleaan mare! 


DEN 


Eu! Mr. Demun, vo are for Paradoxes to 


* 


— your Wit! 


Dor. I am for Truth, Madam and what I ſay I give 
my Reaſon for—— He tells us in the very Front of his Book, 


That the Buſineſs of tlie Stage is to Recommend Vertue, and 


Diſcountenance Vice, to ſhow the, Uncertainty of Humane 
Greatneſs," the Sudden Turns of Fate, and the Unhappy 
' Concluſions of Violence and Injuſtice, to expoſe the Sin- 


-gularities of Pride and Fancy, to make Folly and Falſhood 


Contemptible, and to bring every thing that is Ill under 
Infamy and Neglect. After this, who wou'd not be for the 
Stage, that dares pretend to be à Lover of either Vertue or 
wad 3 
M 8 C 2 Sir Jerry 
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Sir Ferry. But you forget his Clagd of Authorities againſt 
J ð ͤ ß ⁊ x . oe 
Dor, Authorities | Agaiaſt what, Sir- Ferys Againſk tbe 

moſt efficacious Means the Wit of Mia can invent for the 
Promoting Vertue, and Diſcouraging Vice ? What figoifies 

Authorities again{t Reaſon j But he has omitted ſome things 

which our Stage does of equal Value with what is mention- 

ed It ridicules Hypocriſie and Avarice zi the firſt raining. 
Religien, the latter the State; ſo that the Stage is the Cham- 

pion of the Church and State, agaifſt the, Invaſions of Two 

of their, moſt formidable Enemies; and this is what renders 

it odious to theſe who cry out againſt it. It is not that it 

is Lewd, Prophane, or Immortal; but hecauſe it expoſes the 

4 : Vices and Follies of a too prevailing, Party; the Hypocrites, 

. 4 (07 TT} RT 
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F Clem. Eh 115 55 de and don N thigh that the 
Dor. 1think ſome Poets have been, guilay of ſome of theſe 
NL Faults, but from a Particular to a General there. is no Are 
. guing. And the Goliah Adverſary of the Stage ou d not 
4 allow eit in his own Caſe, becauſe there has been Prophane- 
" _ - neſs and Blaſphemy in ſome Particular Pulpits, therefore 
| the Pulpits is Prophane and Blaſphemans. But } ſhou'd be te- 
. dious to ſay all Icon'd from your Chief Stage Accuſer. 
(LC.lem. Eh! Sir, pray go on — Sey all you have to fay—- 
and then have the Martification, let me dey, to ſee that 
one Line of Mr. Collien is more prevailing than all your 
 Harangues: 7 — . 33 Wo 803 NIV HE! 4" 71 Fett 1 
Dor. Ah! Madam Im ready to ſacrifice my Reaſon to 
your Opinion, and make the Stage ſubmit to your Reſent- 
ment without one word more in its Defence — 


k 


Uiuem. Eh! Ged | Mr. Dorimant, you re too Complaiſant— 


No, no, take your own' Sentiment, I wound not owe! my 
Victory to my Eyes, but my Reaſon... 
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222 3 22 me Ledy is d Mr. Dori. 
may youll find it a hard matter me Ledee or me. 
Dor. Why, Madam, how long have you been of, her 
Opiriiot/?as 1h: OL} 251195 n t 
EA. My Lady here by her admirable Reaſons and} en- 
aging Manner has won me to her ſide ſince this Diſpute 
Buy irtherefore DH have no Private Parley with the 
Foce Aut ſince: inp d ord and: I have not. much to ſay in 
the Controverſiep ae have the better Opportunity of :Con-. 
verſing on a more agreeable Subject. 


Clem. Lerd, Madam, me Lord indeed is a perfect Ma- 
ſter of the Art of LD. A SWN i Me 

Eli. Tous gn el A his Lordſhip's Per- 
fections But I Aſſure Medem, his Lordſhip's Quali- 
ty is to me much the more agreeable Entertainment. | 

Lord. Nay, the World does me the Juſtice to own that * N 
Man ſhows more of the Port of a Perſon of Quality, or 
can ſay more in Defence of it againſt the Damn'd 9 | 


— 


4 


ling Part of the Tawn 2 
N Enter Page. | 
Date eee OO TOR WD EET 
Pag e. Madam Supper's on the Tabie 8 


Lord. Oh Ler d) Medem, your Ladiſhip's humble Servant. A 27 
[ Going.” 
D By no means, my Lord, if you be pleas d to ſhare 
a ſmall Collation, you'll do me a peculiar Honour: Tis a 
perfect Ambign, and Word of Ceremony, ſo I beſeech 
your Lordſhiꝑ to make none to Wand it. 
Lord. Your\badiſhip's Smmand, Madatm, is enough for 
your kumble Servant: Refuſe me — 
Ura. Come, my Lady Clemene, we'll ow the way; and 
before we part 1 Apa Mr. Dorimant and I ſhall be adde to 
bring you to a more favourable ConſtraGion of the Stage | 
2 its Friends. 


- 
* 
* 
f * 
Clem. 
2 46 
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164 1 f thes Me ö 
Old: PIE 'Medem; name ndt the Stage, .uſleſs' ou. 
- deſign to ſave your Supper for m me dey” if it be _ 
perfect Vomit 40 Chaſte Ears] od nobll fr od 
Sir Jerry. Madam, when we come to Order and-Methad 
you ſhall ſee me throw this poſitive Knight on! hi is Back or 
I never enter the Lits again nov fd nne nin gg 
Dor. Be not fo confident of victory, chat oſten leaves 
you too open to your Advetfaries Thrufts. Bur che Teen 


_ 


is already almoſt cotne off from your Court. 0 2111 
5 | $ CHIC SHES 718 3'ON: ; 9 10 Au WW 
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Ever Lond Vaunt-Titte, Dorimare, and noche. 


in my Lite, tho Hotſpur here came to 
his Aſſittance 3 not gs Word to 55 for 55 1 Io, refuſe me, 


Hal ba! ba! he! he] 1 
5 lan Ms Lord, as much J Jou pleaſe, 
the goodneſs of your. Cauſe , that, engages 
Mtb, bf but a pogs; Refuge of . baffled Argument ; 
a the Fool can do nothing. ich his "NRF NO he 
80 4 confound / you with Noiſe. 
/ 4 FO: You 25 very ms Mr. : 2 A . 
kmot our ip, but of a adance of 
he Kist dt of his 3 when they have not Judgment 
enough to diſcover. the weakneſs of the Reaſoning, run it 9. 
. more TIES: ng [Mirth than the Author is gale 2 
on Part. % Oh! There's abyndance it in 
"he the Bock, tis very pleaſant, and ſo with a ſcurvy;]eſt * 
the Poets they march off with an imaginary Trium 
Dor. But admitting (what 1 do not grant) that the * 
Pertneſs of the 8 were true Wit, What has that to 
do in a Subject of that import which he ſuppoſes this to 
. be? If the Pon of the Morals of the Age depend 
on it, or the Encouragement of Vertue, few Points can be 
advancd 


e- > Dorimnt if Lever, ge: a F % PA 7 1 


— 


s 22 be Nals ele Fran „ 
ee which requires a more ſerious Conſideration. - 
Now 'tis not probable that Men ſhou'd think him in earneſt 
when they ſee him ſo merry ; not that his Reaſons be fo clear 
and plain; whiledeliver'd in the midſt- of Buffoo 
Laughter: And I anghing and. Eſteem: gre ſeldom beſtow'd on the 
ſame Object, as he - Bitnſe1f dbſcrves, Pe 26. of his Defence. 

Lord Vat. I know not what you may think, Dori mant, 
bat in my Opinion he ſeems enlitely-Viaſter of dis- Argu- 


8 ment. 


Hotſp. Why truly he uſes it as if he were, for he often : 
gives it away. 


Led Num. Oh! Good Mr. Hogſßur, vou are witty, bue 
that will not confound Reaſon ; 3 this 1 is aliug into the Vice 


ou condemn. 
bh che mint of un Rrgü- 


& p. By no means, * 1 
8 ment, "If I conf6nrtd” 1 Has withmy Mirth, and 
3 blend Fancy and vedere ſo diſproportionably, that the 
* £ reliſh of the former. wholly ſwallows u the latter, then I am 
___ $ — 9 of his Fault, Who tiiingles ſo mitch fälſe Rhetorick with 
2 * Reaſoning, that s evident Truth was the laſt of bis 
5 Tböughts, atid the leaſf ot bis Aim. But T underſtand not 
* what you mean by being Maſter '6f- his W l unleſs 
KG. contradifing bimſ21f be: to - ew his 'Miſtery of it, Eh * 
. - «IVE . 


A 


1 8 4 VV 218 any 
5 Baer Uravia, Eis“ ebene H. Jerry“ Wie. 
. b OW on de 20 2107) 


3 ee. Het Cuvaliers, let me dey if you are not the 9 
WE. -aopotiſh's that ever were admitted to the Converſatjor'of 
} I Women of Quality? Wh at, run away before ug ꝰ I prote tad 
To BR not the Complaiſant Sir Ferry. geen been here we had 


been leſt all alone, let me dey. Which had been furiouſly 
e 1 r | ; e 


= 


Draa. Oh! Madan, 119 you were with us We eon ge- 

| Ver rye alone.” - ; & : C. 330 8 11% | 1 1 ＋ 8 0 | 

be a,” BEL 586 5-10 ee 20 bo noBquTIOD ads. IT. 850 
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Toſedin a a Blanket, "hs * 
| Clem. Ohl Never ſay it, Madam, all Women without a 
dn is furiouſly inſipid ; the biggeſt Misfortune can befal - 
us: And that you, my Lord, ſhou' a be guilty o& ſuch a S0- 
leciſm among Ladies! 

Lord Vaunt Refuſe. me, Madam, if theſe Fellows did 
not hurry me away with the heat of the Argument, till I bad 
quite forgot my Duty to your Ladiſhip. But I am the moſt 
n Perſon age ever was guilty of an Offence nt 
the Fair. SN 

, vtſp. You that are a Wit, Madam, and a Lady of Ar- 
2 too, will ſure excuſe the Fault che Defence: of your 

loved Collier betray d him to. b 

Clem. Alas! I can forgive any thing for chat dear Man's 
ſake ʒ but all that can be d againſt him is very trifling; let 
me dey, he has baffled a}l the great Wits of the Stage, and 
muſt invincible to all his leſſer Foes. ' .- =» 

Sir Jerry. Your Ladiſbip ſpeaks like an Oracle; ouly more b 
plain and more true; and tis not that I think Dorimant or 


_ Hotſpur can convince me, but tis the hopes of my cofyivcing > 

* EN pa that I engage in the Diſpute. - | : = 
Clem. If Reaſon wou'd do, their Party, let me dey, had 4 

been long ſince convinc d, but for meer ſterility in * $ 


| ment, they grow. Scurrilous. : | 
Dra. ſo indeed Mr. Colliers F gende ſay. 5 
Clem. And, Madam, don't your Ladiſhip think the Amend- 1 
ments too full of Reflections, and thoſe, let me dey, too | 
rude and ſevere? 1 1 
\ _  Ura. And don't your Ladiſhip, Madam, think Mr. Col- M 
FED lier too full of Reflections, and thoſe too rude and levere ? 
Fotſp. Is not he the Aggreſſor ? Has he us d the Poets like 
Gentlemen? | 
Dor. Orlike Chriſtians > Has he not call'd them Blaſphe- | 
mers, Irreligious Buffoons, G8. 
| Ora. Nay, has he not deny'd them aer to come into the 
| Church? And what more Scurrilous and Billing ſgate can _ 6 
2 DD om _ 


— 


b * 
* 
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1 x em! any pen, than what aknoſt every Page of his Bock is 
= full of? . 
= Dor. And yet with Neeb to Mr: Collier; ſome of the 


Gentlemen he bas us'd 5 N are Men of Candour and 
Honeſty. 


Hot ſp. Aud as good, if not bettet; Chriſtians than himſelf, 
and worthy to enter any Church but his. 
Dor. And aſter this, can thoſe who are provok d by him, 
be blam d for uſing him as JW as hs has them, without any 
Provocation at all? 


F : Höß. And tho' he ſets up for a pocuſjar Excellence of 


Life, Principle, and Practice, his Second Book ſhews that lie 


is not very geod at bearing a Repartee ; for N 4232 
| |; whole Piece his Anger is viſible enough; 
Sir. Ferry. 


. 


Come, Gentlemen, you may ſay wiiat you 
eaſe, but Mr. Colliers Boak is not Scurrilous ; he is in a heat, 
þ " kr tis againſt wicked Men; if they will take it 0 them- 
ſelves, they are to blame, nothe. _ © 


— > 


Hoiſp. That is indeed his weak Plea in kis es: Git 
his Reflections! in that Book are at leaſt particular; and when 
— he himſelf coins the Wickedneſs he rails at, he is to blame, 
not thoſe who find his raiting immediately directed to them 
and their Works ; but perhaps his Party think it an invading 
Mr. Colliers property, and will have Scurrility his peculiar Pre- 
5 rogative; and as he can diſcover Smut 12 Prophaneneſs 
wwe other People can find nothing of the Matter, ſo that 
— the Term; of Exorciing his own Dd are emurcly' in his 
5 Power. | 
1 Sir Jerry. Why, Gentlemen, are · you not t really cohvincd 
whe by what has been urg d againſt the Obſcenity- of the Stage? 
Hotſp. The Queſtion . with more Juſtice be Put to 


„ oe | 
e Sir Jerry. And you don t think the Stege really” guilty of 


2», Profaneneſs? 
. Who. You: Leſs than of en | 8 Thee 


— C 


iſs 25 in a Blonker, "ep 19 Ns 


Ia Refuſe. me, thou art a moſt incorrigibie Fellow, 
Jack, ha! ha! he! I warrant there is no [wearing nor 
_ curſing on the Stage? Ha! ha! he! 
- Or Jerry. Ay, my Lord, no ſwearing : Ba! ha! het-- 
Clem. Ol Swearing is furiouſly my Averſion, I can't en- 
dure the ſound of an Oath, it makes me ſtart! Let me 
dey, Madam, if an Oath doesnot diſmantle all the Fortifica- 
tions of my Underſtanding, and leaves my Mind for the 
time a heap of Confuſion, Why a Soldier's Oath is as 
frightful to me as the Report of his Piſtol. - - We, i 
Dor. Ah |! Madam! What have you ſaid? What ſhock our 
Ears with fo ſmutty an Expreſſion? Modefty is the Cha- 
racter of your Sex, and to talk out of that is to talk out of 
Character. A Soldier's Piſtol ! O hideous ! 
diem. Alas! I ſee no harm in the Expreſſion, let wedey! 
Dor. Nor I in moſt that Mr. Collier has directed us care- 
fully to in his Chapter of Immodeſly : Yet you find, like 
another Columbus, he has made the wouderfal Dilbovay of 
ſtrange Ordnres, as your Ladiſhip calls 'em ;. and the Frolick 
is def] gn'd to be carry'd round, the Ladies words are to be 
drawn into the ſame Premunire, till in their own Defence 
they are reduc'd to utter Silence, and ſo Mr Cotlier's Cha- 4 
rafter of the Sex maintain'd to the rigid extremity. 4 
Clem. Ah! But the charming Mr, Collier does not mean 1 
that they ſhou'd be ſilent any where but on the Stage. 
vyhere the ſcandalous, ill- bred, Fellows, the Poets, let me dey 1 8 | 
make us ſpeak ſuch filth y things, that I cou'd love f 
Dor, Ob! Fie, Mam + z there again! Love / Why, did 
not all the Ancient Poets keep clear of Love? And are not 
all Mr. Colliers Darts ſhot againſt the Butt of Love? | 
Clem. Not againſt Innocent Platonic Love, Mr. Dorimant. = 
_ Hotſp. Oh! Pardon me, Madam, the Name it ſelf is infa- 6 . 
mous, and contains all the ugly Ideas of things that muſt ö 
not be thought of, as Toying, Kiſſes, Vows, and Oaths of 1 
ee and Fidelity, Enjoywents, Quarrels, Revenge. 
D 2 Billet 3 


A 
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—— 
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Billet Dive, latrigbes, and ſo forth. 25 Tk not Love, 1 
8 you wou'd not for ever diſoblige Mr. Collier. 


Eliz. This is running the thing to Extrayagance.. _ | 
Dra. And ſo is moſt of Mr. Collier's Conſtruftions of 


| 1 and Praphaneueſe. 


Dor. As you ſhall ſee, Madam, before we part yet. 
Sir Jerry. What is more frequent than prophane Cur- 


2 ſing and Swearing, and the Abuſe of Religion and Holy 
IS; . Scripture ; They ' wiſh one another at the Devil; Face 4 
on 1 


« jmprecate-all the Curſes, all the-Plagues and Confuf 6 
* the World, to one another; then they [wear by all Things; 
and all Perſons ſwear, of all Degrees and Qualifications, © 
4 on all Occaſions, in Love, and in Quarrels, in Succeſs. 


and Diſappointments, Ge. and this, L think, is both a- 


* gainſt Religion and the Law. 


tſp. None of the Inſtances Ne by Mr. Collier are 
forbid either by the Law or the G 


Sir Jerry. © Thirdly, tis Uogentienan like, as well as 


- 0 Uncbrilkian; the Ladies compoſe a great part of the Au- 


dience, and to ſwear before them 1 is to frighten. * em. The 


* Second Branch ———. 


_ Hotſp. Nay, before you come to the Second 1 Branch, let us : 
cutoff the Firſt. 


Clem. Why ſure, Mr. Esser, you can deny nothing . 


this Charge ! Let me dey, the Words are 15 enough 1 in 
this particular. 


Hotſp. 1 think not, Madam 54 think the Words are güte 


contrary, and ſo far from being plain Oai he, that they are 


plainly no Oaths. Firſt, by the Intention, and next, by the. 


Words themſelves. The Intention is plainly againſt Mr. Col-- - 


lier. For theſe Mock-Oaths, as ſome call em, were contriv'd 


on purpoſe to avoid ſwearing, and to ſupply. the vehemence - 


which is natural to a Paſſion, or earneſt Aſſe verat ion, without 
the guilt of an Oath; and theſe in the Latin and other 
languages are calld Adverb, and Interjedt ions; and I think 


what-- 
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Whatever a 0. 4 Company of People may ſay to the 
contraty, that thoſe Words made uſe of by the Poets to avoid 
ſwearing, may very properly be call'd ſo in ours 
Dor. Mr. Collter, and all Divines of the Church of Eng- 
and that have writ on this Subject, allow of Moral Repre- 
entutions. Now not to be abus'd and impos d on by Words, 
a Moral Repreſentation ſignifies the Repreſentation of the 
Life and Actions of Man, expreſs'd in the various Manners 
of his ſeveral Ages, Conditions aud Paſſions; by that to 
{et before our Eyes a true and juſt Picture of our Follies and 
Vices, as well as our Vertues, that having no Intereſt or 
Concern in the Perſons repreſented, we may make an Im- 
partial Judgment of the true Merit of Folly and Vice, and 
the Excellence of. Vertue, being then the moſt capable of 
judging when our Mind is moſt diveſted of Fævour or Intereſt. 
*QOra, Oaths, I think, are generally the effect of Paſſion, 
and ſpoken with Noiſe and Heat; and I find from what 
both you and Mr. Collier have ſaid, that if the Paſſions are 
at all to be repreſented, they are to be repreſented truly, and 
therefore the Poets to keep Nature, and at the ſame time 
not to he looſe, or offend Religion and Good Manners, form 
Sounds that may ſupply the vehemence of Paſſion. =. 
Dor. Your Ladiſhip comprehends the Matter. The Hea- - 
then Poets (wore, at length, and without "reſerve, nor were 
they, in my. Opinion, to blame at all for it; for [wearing 


was not only *the Natural and Common Language of the 


. Paſſions on ſome Occaſions, but it was to them no Crime 


to ſwear out of their Plays: But with us the Caſe is alter'd, 


. 
* 


and as it is a Sin in Common Life, fo tis avoided ' by the 
Poets in their Repreſentations. r 
Lord. Nay, the Poets, rat me, ſwear in cold Blood, with- 
out the excuſe of Paſſion, on Conſiderations, and in their 
r e ee n 
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Hetſp. Your Lordſhip has borrowed. that extraordinary 
+ -Remark from Mr, Collier, and therefore as his, not your 
- Lordſhips, I muſt needs ſay tis one of the moſt Childich and 
Trifling in his Book; and that's a bold Word: For Mr. Col. 
lier knows very well that the Poet is here but 'as it Were the 
_- Hiſtorian, he only ſets down the Actions, Paſſions and 
Words, of others, not his own ; and he might as well {ay 
that che Sacred Author of the Scripture curs d with Shines, 
: as that the Poet ſwears with the Perſon that is introduced 
by him: Nor is it in cold Blood, for whoever writes a Pal- 
ſion: truly, is poſſeſs d by it, and then the Poet can't be ſaid 
to {wear in cold Blocd. 
Dor. That is ſuppoſing. there are -Oaths i in the Plays, but 
that is plainly. denied by the Poets; and when the 9200 
Author of the Relapſe 1 75 confuted- him in this Particular, 
in bringing Parallel Inſtances out of the French, which are 
fully as much, if not more, Oaths, than thoſe of Gad, Icod, 
7 Gadſooks, Ge. and aſſured us that Perſons of the niceſt 
|. - ©, Converſation, moſt refin'd Morals; and Religious up to the 
Dye Ts height of Bigottry, ule them, and thoſe not only of the Laity, 
but even the Clergy themſelves, and that one wou'd 
- - think ſhou'd juſtifie it with Mr. Collier; but he is refolv'd to 
yield nothing, tho' never ſo evident; anſivers very. rational- 
17 — There is no arguing from the Pracłice to the lawfulneſs of 
5 But by his leave there is; when the thing in Difpure is 
. 5 —— nl the Practice of Good, Pious, E ligious and © 
* | Scrupulous, Men is a very ſtrong Argument and Demonſtra- 
ET tion, that theſe Good, Pious, and Religious, Perſons do not 
1 think this daily practice an ill thing; and the concutring Ap- 
| — © probation of ſo many Men of this Character is a ſufficient 
ä 5 Confutation of the Caprice of one Whimſi cal Cavillier a- 
N gainſt We 
3 Jerry But the Caſe is not the fame, there is none of 
che French Mock- Oaths but Fe Die that comes near it. 


122 | 


TTD is a Blanket, &c. & uh 
ii. Sir Jerry, you and your Nameſake have a notable 
way with you to impoſe on the Common Senſe of alkthe 
World iz is not Mort Bleu as near the Sound and Orthography 


too of Mort Dieu, as L. cod is to the Oath by G— Is not Me 


Fay as much an Oath as I-fazth ? What Oath does Code 
bear any likeneſs to? Ol 
Dor. But let the likeneſs be never ſo great, lis evident 
lis not the ſame, for the difference of one Letter alters the 
Senſe of a Thouſand Words, as in than and then, the Sign 
of the Comparative Degree and Time, gilt, and geit, Horſe, 
and Herſe, and ſo on. Thus Gad is no more God, than 
than is then, gilt, gelt, Horſe, Herſe, &c. The deſign of the 
Word in its firſt: formation and conſtant uſe is purpoſely te 


avoid the latter Senſe, and this is the only way of coming to 


the proper Senſe of a Word when the meaning of it becomes 
dubious, and in diſpute, as the meaning of theſe Words are 
DT 19359 1771-63167 | 
Dr. Tis true, Mri Collier; who generally has peculiar No- 
tions of things different from the reſt of the World, may 
perhaps mean and think of God when he pronounces 
theſe Words ; but I dare ingage for all Men beſides who 
ſpeak it, that they have no ſuch Thoughts. | 
Dor. And the Poets uſe it on purpoſe to keep that awful 
Reſpect that is due to the Holy Name, appropriated to the 
firſt tremendous Cauſe of all Things, the Source of Good- 
neſs, and the Preſer ver of Mankind. If this be impious, 
and againſt Law, tis he is the Offender, not the Poets. 
Sir Jerry. But do not the Perſons in the Play ſwear by 
Heaven! Can you have any Evaſion of that too, for 1. find 
you are prepar d againſt moſt of our Objections? 
Dor. If the ſame be among Chriſtians, I think it ſhou d be 
avoided only for the ſcandalizing the Weak; but if among 
Heathens, Ido not think it ſo heinous; and in both Caſes 
I take the Poet to be inculpable, fince he only draws. from 
the Practice of the World, and not from any peculiar and 
proper inclination to {wearing | Hotſp. 
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Hop. "Next wou'd defire to know if the Sori ture be 
to be taken in the very ſtrictnefs of the Letter? Then the 
Quakers are in the Right; but if it be lawful to 1 Hea- 
ven, nay, the God of Hcaven;: to witneſs ina.qetty:$ yvabble 
betwixt a couple f Whores, in their Trials in the moſt 
Petty Courts in the Kingdom, nay, for the proof of the 
| Jealt Interelt of Half a Crown, I can ſre no Reaſon why in 
the. Atteſtations of our Honourable Love to a Vertuous 
and Worthy Object, we may not call Heaven to witnels 
the Sincerity and Reality. of our Intentions, if What we 
aſſert be true ; and if this be lawful or inoffenlive in Life, 
it is no leſs fo in the Repreſentation of Life. | 
* Lord. Ah! Hotſpur, thy Spur is cold now z is that ine 
beſt Anſwer you have 2 He! hell hel heh:he! 
Hotſp. 1 confeſs,” my Lord, tis the beſt Ihavea reſent:; 
and, I think, none of the: moſt deſpicable neither: I fhall at 
leaſt: continue in that Opinion till I ſee better Reaſons 
_ to- convince me than any Mr. Collier” or his Favourers 
have yet brought. As fob the offence to the Ladies, tis 
only a Childiſh Flouriſh of Mr. Collier 8 Rhetorick, and not 
worth taking any notice of. 
Der. Therefore your other Dividan of the bl Branch, 
viz, CURSING. That is alſo the effect of Paſſion, and 
4527 it be lawful to Repreſent the Paſiamr, may be lawful- 
ly brought into the Drama. Job is et us Ea to Holy Writ © 
as an Example of Patience, and of a Good has. and 
therefore from his Conduct we may gather atrileaſt thus 
much, how far it is lawful to make a Repreſentation of 


the Paffions of Men ; for avkile: we e keep within this Mo- 
del, we cannot err. | 


Sir Ferry. What, do you * the inſpired Writings 
of the Holy Ghoſt to the paultry buſineſs of the Stage? 
Dor. By no means —.— but I ſay, that as the Scripture is the 
Rule of our Life, ſo I can perceive no Fault in making it 
the Rule of our Writings too, 1 are Of more import 


than 


„ 


1 
o 
©. 
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than diy Private A&ons. And ſince in Tome part. . the 
Holy Writ the meaneſt Actions of Life, and cen of 

the Wieked, are Recorded, I ſuppoſe it will be no Fault to 
juſtifie our 5010 Performances 5 by hat. 
"Hor: Beſides, Sir, by. yours. and Mr. Colliers leave, the 

Biiſ nels of the Stage is not ſo paultry a Concern as he is 
pleas'd to call it: Can that. be paultry whoſe Buſineſs, tis to 
encourage Vertue, and diſcountenance Vice, to ſhew the 
uncextainty of Humane Grandenr, to expoſe the Singulari- 
ties of Pride? Ge. , Your Party 1 conſeſs is not yyithour 
their trifling Evalions to cen this Book not Anſwer d. 
If the Author be Eaſie, Genteel and Witty, like the Vind- 
cators 2 the Relapſe, Ge. then 'tis Banter. If it be mixt with 
juſt artees, admirable Reflections, like the Amerd- 
ments, * es tis Scurrilous. If like others, the Matter 85 le- 
riouſſy and Plainly handl d with ſound Reaſoning,” then, tis 

Dull. 

3 225 too Mr. Collier ol his Friends Jultice, [their 
to make ſure oh n't 


Dor Or: TON nas 8057 wy not ſo habe In diſ- 
covering Smut, 4e Mr, Cotter ;' and. a Vicious Traghpaton 
may blot a great deal of Paper at this rate RS -ealc 
enou | 
| 8 9 p. Ne, but Cuſtomary Swearing takes 450 the Senſe 
45 of. doing it, 220 I'm efraid it may be applicable to ot hn Matters, 
ſays Mr. Collier, Defence, p. 98. Now this reaches. all theſe . | 
- Ladies that have not yet, or did 'not then, diſcover What 
E Mr. Collier 
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26 The Beaux ef the Stage 8 988 
Mr. Collier has fince done in theſe Matters; à pretty kind 
of Anſwer, thus when he is charg d with; wreſting and 
_ - turning the Words, to make them  ſignifie what the Poet 
never meant, nor does plainly. expreſs, then he returns, 
that it's the Poets Cuſtomary ſwearing or writing Smut 
takes away their Senſe of it. 12 | 
Dor. On the contrary, tis as Mr. Congreve obſerves; a fa. 
miliarity wich bad Ideas, that brings them on every the 
oy leaſt occaſion to his view. 3 „ 
Drs. That ſeems to me to be like the reſt of his Ar- 
guments and Anſwers. He is charg'd with perverting and 
miiſconſtruing every thing, or at leaſt every thing that he 
Quotes; he has Anſwered nothing to this but a plain 
denial, and meerly ſays, that fince the Poets Crimes 
are too black to name, they pretend Innocence; never 
reflecting that theſe general Charges, and unprovd Aſſer- 
- _ tions, will hold for and againſt every one, the moſt Inno-. 
Res cent, as. well as the moſt : Gui/ty, and can be therefore of 
i 2 Pas MEET ARE Is . de 


[ 


* 


| a Dor. But then to ſay that Men are guilty of. Crimes 
. chat are not to be nam'd, is meerly ſaying ſo, and down-- 


right Billing ſgate Scandal; and his Caution in this is ex- 
tremely ridiculous and whimſical; for where is the dif- 

N ference betwixt quoting the Paſſages, and pointing to em 
in the. Plays themſelves, evin to the Scene and Page, 
= | unleſs it be to gratifie the. Bookſellers, by ſtirring up the © 
 __.._,,_ Criminal Curioſity of People whoſe Fancy turns that 
* way to buy the Plays, and find out 2 Myſtery 2+ . 
| Ciem. How can you Treat Mr. Collier ſo. ſeverely, wen 
Ie only followed the Dictates of his-Confcience }- 


3 | Lord Vaunt. Your Ladiſhip is directly in the right, Me- 
- dem, his Conſcience ſet him on work; well, I'll make him 
; OY my Chaplain... NN NG Rs by 5 x TH ow, \ 5 : 2 e 
1 Dor. Ah! my Lord, have a care of that, ſor he will be 
mmen your Maſter; a Chaplain is Servant to none but God, 
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De better "This in writing 
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Ro 8 Tu 1; in a 1s Blond "EY 
as he tells you: And as for his Conftience I dare ſay 


has not Aſſurance enough: ſolemnly to aſſett that it r bl 
to work. 


Sir Jerry. pardon ms Sir, for he fas, That being con- 

| inc d that nothing pet np}, farther in debauching t e Age 
than the Stag 2 and Play-houſe, I cou d not emplo my 

er. them, &c. 

Hop. Convinc'd > By what? Fifty Pander The only 

Argument that will hold Water; for all he has produc'd 

are meer Words; and he might have found ſome other 


Cauſes of Debauchery more dangerous, and more worth 


his true Zeal, as being real, and not-meerly imagin 
Clem. Eh! Let me dey, "ſay what you will, Mr. Calle- 


has proyvd the Poets a Company of ſtrange debauch d 


Fellows, who are moſt furiouſly my Averſion. 


Dor. Mr. Collier does by the Poets what he ſays Ariſto- | 


phanes did by Socrates, he puts them on an riot Dreſs, 
and then rails at them for their Mahn, which 1 5 think 
ſomething unfair on Mr. Colliers Par. 
Sir Jerry. On the contrary I conttive it ex- Preface 2 
 treamly defenſible. to diſarm an Adverſary, if Set View. 
it may be, and diſable him from doing Miſchief © 

to expoſe that which mon d expoſe Religion, is 4 ee 
way 'of Reprinalt; thoſe who paint for Debanchery, ſpou d 


have the Fucus pull d off, and the ee untlernbeiß di | 


cover'd. The iPoets ——— 


Hotſp. Good dy nonimous Sir Jerry, A {6 faſt; firſt, | 


"who made the Poets his Adveriaries but himſelf? ' And 
 Firſtto abuſe a Man, and then to ſteal away his Sword 
falſly, and with treachery, is not ſo defenſible neither. 


To tell the World firſt, that Men of Candour, Honeſty, 


and Generous Principles, as I know Mr. Congreve to be, 


are Lewd; Prophane, Blaſphemous, and Immoral ; and 


after that to go on and tell the World too that they are 
a W of Fools to take em for Men of Wit, and 


E 2 8 Poets, 
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Poets, is what none but Mr. Collier thou'd do with fo bare-- 
fad an, Aſſurance, and theſe Sort of Reprizals aſe: not o 
wWarrantable as he imagines. | 
Dra. He ſhou'd firſt; fairly have quoted: the whats: and: : 
ful Sayings Of each Author, have fix d an undoubted 
Standard of Obſcenity, Prophaneneſs, and Blaſphemy, and 
” - _ -_- then have evidently. demonſtrated; that: the Paſſages he 
=. Cenlur'd fell, inunediately. under thoſe Heads ; for Tears IF, 
orf that, deep Dye heul not be charg d lightly on any 
Man, and much leſs on Men of unqueſtionable Reputa- 
tion: Tis. the greateſt Murder —— can be committed, . 
and a aun le that, without Repentance, in my Opi-- 
nion, calls as heavy Judgments on the Offender as any. 
Clem. And do nat you then think? the Stage guilty - of: 
- Smut, Prophaneneſs, and Blaſphemy?- + 
1 Dra. I do not deny but WW there are Plays which are 
3 guilty of ſome of the Charge; but thoſe Mr. Collier has 
1 not been pleas d to mention, till the Preface to his laſt 
1 Book, TE he touches on ſome that are guilty of one 
EE -ent of his Accuſation: But from the Proofs of his 
+-- / firſt Book there is no concluding in Mr. Colliers Favour. 
1 Dor. A Charge of this Nature ought to be clear, the 
Proof ſtrong, = Evidence unqueſtionable, the Matter of 
Fact viſeble and plain, to all Men that hear it. But on the 
 _  - _ contrary, no Body, (to g ive one Inſtance for all) till Mr. 
F . _ Other, e er thought 7 Saying of Valentine. taken from 
Scripture, or that Mr. Congreve put the Perſon and Words 
ol our Bleſſed Saviour 0 the Month of a Madman; 
naaa d this been plain, or cou'd it have enterd into he 
1 Heads of the Senſible and Religious Part of the Audience, 
tit wou'd have been hiſsd off the stage; the Poet has 
declar'd he never meant it, and the Audience evidently 
et r d it, aq. yet. Ces is Ne d. 


. 
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| 
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oj Nay, I dare avow' that'there' are not Tem Pebple 39 1 
any Audience but wou'd have been * r 
| ror and driven the Actor off the Stage. On tie = 
contrary, I ſaw it often my ſelf, with lover Pious and 1 
Religious Friends of mine, And fe never enter;d into Bot: 
our Heads to imagine any ſuch thing. : 
Dor. Nor mine, not atiy Man's, that ever faw- or PF 
the Play, I dare affirm, "bat One f Mr. Colliers looſe , 
Principles, who can be guilty of arrogating to Himſelf! Aa Ge 
- . Righteouſneſs above all Men, as Soy as A Judgment and 
Senſe Superior to all the Men of Wit in Town: RU 
that what I urg d but now is true, vir. That it won d Fave been 
 biſ#d off thei Stage, is evident from this one (inſtead of 
many) Inſtance; that Expreſſion in che Relapſe, hinted at 
by the Author in his Preface, for barely having à ſuſpicious 
Face, and locking à little too rudely on the Clergy,” © 
was not borne by the Audience, and therefore left out the 3 
ſecond And one ſmutty Song in a late Play pro- [ 
vok'd the Audience ſo much, that the Merit of the Play 
in general cou d not retrieve the good Fortune that had : * 
robb'd the Author of. The Soldier's Fortune, The Little - 5 
Thief of Heteber, (whom Mr. Collier juſtifies) The London 7 
Cucholde, and ſome others of that Lewd Stamp, are never 
frecſuented by the Bos, or the better part of the Pze. 
Where there are real Faults, either in Religion or Morals, 
the Audience is nice and diſcerning enough to find them © 
out, and accordingly diſcourage "the Author; but where 
the Fault is ſo obſcure, that it Wants an Interpreter to 
diſcover it, tis the Serutineer, not the Poet, is gun I 
ſince Where ever there are Words that bear a oubſe 
meaning, (and ſome” Induſtrious Men in that wũay vin 
force a double meaning oft very ſimple Words) the"beſt - 
and moſt innocent ought to be, and is, taken OF the juſt © 
Reader or Hearer. 
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Sir Jerry. Well, well, let Mr: Collier have been never ſo 


| ſevere, 1 think he has Reaſon; and as he ſays, De Poets 
are the Aggreſſors, let them ' lay down their Arms" firſt 3 We 


Fault, tit becauſe Ne began with them no ig 


all that 2 has writ againſt it; and which, next to the 

| Perſwaſive to Conſideration, is one of the moſt Impudent and 

Scurrilous. Libels that was ever Publiſh'd in any Govern- 

ment againſt ſo Awful a Body of Men, and a Church 
Eſtabliſ d by the known Laws of the Nation. 

Dor. Now if the writing againſt the Stage be a Duty 


and Dr. Gentiles, Dr. Caſe, Dr. Gager, Eminent Divines 
of that Church, the whole, or at leaſt the major and. go- 


Head, have been infinitely in the wron 

. Clem. Yes, yes, tis a ſhame to be Fakes, che Gergy 
if have been tod much the Encouragers of the &. 
the Clergy are a Sort of Spiritual, Fathers, and we know 


/ _-- the. Curſe: of Cham. Let I think the Divine that -tran- 
5 „ PI ſlated Father Caffaw / extreamly to plane, when Mr. C0 
auer had writ againſt the Sage. : 
a i .. Hotſp. So ſays the S 3 but if - Priority we; 


writing gave a Juſtice, to the Cauſe, Dr. Gager, Dr. Gen- 


0 | | 5 tles, &c. bring the right to the Stage, and yur Mr. Got 
er in the wrong Bx. 

3 „ Sir Jerry. But if Mr. collier be in the wrong, you are 
* not to correct him: Shall they correct the ae, 8 
. are not worthy to come into it? 3 rae . 
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babe Ke under Silence 4 while; wn ure! in _ ; 


Hos. Wee What We ? How comes Mr. Collier to! write - 

in the Royal Style? But if he mean by We the Clergy of 
the N of, England, he joins with his Scoteb Brother, 
the Doubty Author of The Stage Condemnid; and Juſtifies 


incumbent on the Clergy, then it muſt ke own'd, that 
Mr. Collier, and the Stage Condemner, are in the right of it 3 


age 3 but 


l 


verning part, of the Clergy, with King Charles I. at their 


7 od ina 4 Blanket, - tc. 1 ore It 


Dl am ſecure however, ſince 1 have Mr. ne ; 
804 Friend; the Stage - Condemner, on my ſide; for it he 
may abuſe the whole Body of the Clergy, 1 hope. I may 
oppoſe one eloping Member. - | 

Clem. But you and the reſt of the Stage-Advocates 
have dealt too e with him, confidering his Character, 
let me dey! 

Hotſp. By no means, Madam, for when he has laid afi de 
the Dignity, of his Gown, for the Jingle of a Pun; the Mo- 
deſty and Charjty of his Profullion.. for Publick. Slander 
2 Abuſe ; the Grevit of his Character, for the pert Raile- 
ry of a Buſfoon ; he Genies himſeif (the only Mark of his 
Chriſtian Self-denial) the Reverence that ſhou'd be paid 
him ; by his own Example he has taught them Pu be 
Abuſive, and as to him Conſecrated Seurrility... When his 
Gown is laid. aſide, and we find him on the pad to Rob N 
People of their Reputations, tis but juſt to ſerve him as 3 
his Aſſault deſerves; _ e know /tis extreamly defenſible. f 
to diſarm the Adverſa be, and diſable him from 4 
doing - Miſchief 25 ſe: * e for Debauchery, ſhou'd | 3 
. "_ the Facus WT . and and the coarſeneſs underneath 5 _ 

Lord: Vaunt, Refuſe we; B the Poets are mon- 
ſtrouſly oblig d to thee, thou putt (t in for. the next Faw n- 2 
ing Dedication, Demmel He! hel hel hel hgñ o! 6 5 

Dor, Tis Pretty viſible to any Reader that will but im: 
partially ſurvey his Two Books; and his Defence in parti- 
cular makes it moſt evident that his Aim is not Truth, 
but Victory; that his Quarrel is Perſonal ; that he wou 'd 
amuſe the Fancy, not: inform the Jud ment; ; and that if 
hes get by the Copy, he is not much concern'd. whether - 
the Cauſe he defends be good or bad. Y 

Hotſp. Right, for if his Aim had been ſincerelyx ke 
PDutb, and the pure Ad vantage of Religion and Moral,. 


0 wou'd never run into allcfted Repartees, angry Re- 
criminations,... 
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aaa malicious Inſinuations, uſt thoſe Who e- 3 
fended themſelves \agatnft. his abufive-Caluinnies; and at 
the ſame time avid or flur ovet the moſt -Mareriat and | 
| Fundamental. Points unanſwered. © HO ls tte 
Dea. And catch ait! every little. Overfial that mag af 
ford him but A Wretched irt icin. i or Example, he 4s 
tranſported fo much againſt Mr. Congreve (an fugument 
he is ſometliing touch d with his-Aincztnents): that he tells 


him; That: he\has ſaid nothing een ee Ben. Johnſon, wor 
1 F neber Will. ien OS 7 11 Nan Pfeg IG * 


Jop. Beſides rhe. littte Makse 10fiiehs election; there 
is not eil, in it, nor never: are Two: Negatives. But 
this by way of Parentheſis. lle follows not the 
Conduct of Men of a-\incere” Intention, who are always 

| eonvine d before by a ſerious and thorough” aches ur 

of what they - wo(fd perſuade the World to. 

Sir Jerry. But, Lord, Gentlemen, how Paſſion carries | 
| away your Judgment; you ſeem to find Fault with the 
= pleaſantry of the Book, which was the only Means he 
I. cou'd think of to make his Book ſpread a 


We 2 pleaſe, in 
| ., :;- ptrder'to- do: that" Good he deſion'd. it ſuou d; had he 
is made a dry, jejune, Argument againſt. the Stage, the ge- 


| nerality of Readers wou'd never have'look'd into it;; 
Ws the Favourers of the Stage eſpecially wou d have thre wem it 


Wo. aſide as all Sermom and Cant: But now he . . len- 
| > tifal mixture of FEM aca His Book "Diovvving,"'as ow as 
8 Wn; 9 — Epen 


3 Hotſp. But he quits the Toftration Ir: che Diego 
1 be aims at the diſguiſing à falſe Recon, and a 
3 Thought, in a' brisk Expreſſion z art op eee 
rs: the Dreſs of one and the ſame thing till the Judgment 
Hof the Common Reader is confbunded. Tis his omit- 
Ss ting true 8 not his ſprinklings of his Darling 
Buffoonry, that I Answer ; tho I/ confeſs the is driven to 
3 A oy « of it by a bad Cauſe; ald a Fe" of true 
n | 
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Der. Beſides, tho the Bulk of his Book wou'd not cle I 
been lo bis, yet there is Medium enough betwixt Dulneſs 
and Buffoenry,, Cant and Chriſtian Philoſophy, to have 
gain'd 255 Cauſe, if Truth, plain Truth and Religion, Had 

| 1 — his Aim. | 

Hotſp. And he may aſſure himſelf (if his apparent Pride op- 
poſe not ſuch a Piece of Humility) that tis neither the Ju- 
ſtice of bis Cauſe, nor the Force of his Reaſons, that has 
promoted the Sale of his Books; but the Merry 
Scandal and Drollery they are filld with; tis not the Di- 
vine, or Reaſoner, but the Buffoon, that pleaſes. 

Sir. Jerry. Pray be particular, Sir, in your Charge 3 ; 
Words you know Butter no Cabbage. 

Lord Vaunt.: Ay, ay, come, Sir, be particular; refuſe me, 
Tlove to be particular, -Dorimant—— he! he! he! he! 
Dior. To give all the Inſtances his Book affords wou d 
be tedious, a few ſhall ſuffice; he catches ata trifling Miſtake 
of Mr. Dennis s about Plutarch, but at the ſame time takes 
no notice of the very material Contradiction chargd on 
him by the ſame Author in his Hatrotluction to the ſame 
Book ; and chuſes rather to leſſen the Credit of his Op- 
poſer, "than Juſtifie himſelf in ſo Fundamental a Point, on 
which the whole: Controverſie turns; for tis not whether 
there be any Prophane, Immodeſt, or Baſphemous, Expreſ- 
- - flonsin, one or more Plays, but whether any Plays at all be 
lawful or not. 
Hotſp. True for in the. very opening of his Book he 
tells us the admirable uſe of the Drama, than which no- 
thing in Nature can be of more Weight and Confidera- 
tion with the honeſt Part of Mankind. | 
Ura. And at the end of his Book he ſpends a whole 
Chapter to prove that there ought to be no Plays at all. 

Dor. And were that true, all the foregoing Part of his 
Book, and all thoſe Books he ſeems to deſign on the ſame 
_ Sabjeft,. are ſuperfluous, and only to enlarge the Book, and 

F puerle 


on 


3 The Beau ef the Stage © 
puzzle the Cauſe, by meddling with Matter foreign to his- 
Buſineſs; to divide and extend the Gontraverſie to an 
- endleſs Confuſion; to divert the Diſpute from the Gene- 


buſe and Squabble. 1 


than any thing in his Vindication. I mean if his Aim be 
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ral and Primary Point, to a meer. Particular, Perſonal, A- 
Hotſp. This not only we, but the Authors who have writ, 

has charg d Mr. Collier with, and which he ought in the firſt 

place to clear himſelf of; and of much greater importance 


Truth, and the Benefit of Mankind, and not his own par- 


ticular Profit in ſpinning out a Diſpute that wou d elſe 


fall within much a; narrower "Compaſs ;| and which being 
put into a fair and honeſt Light, the; World, would be 
the more capable of judging of the Merits of the Cauſe. 


LTi s this is what Juſtice and Honeſty too call on Mr. Col- 


lier for; and which if he paſſes over ſtil thus calmly, we 


muſt conclude his Aim's Mercenary, that he ſeeks any thing 


rather than Truth, and tliat the good of the People is the 
laſt of his Conſiderations. In ſine, he muſt either abjure 
his Introcluction, or deſtroy. his Concluſion, ſince they are 
diametrically oppos d. This is no trifling Part of the Con- 
troverſie, but the ground, the bottom, of the whole. 
Dor. The charging particular Sayings in the Poets with 


Suut, Prophaneneſs; &c. firſt is nothing to the Stage in 
general; next to prove ev'n that Charge, you muſt firſt 


% 


agree on a juſt Standard or Definition; elſe it will be right 
Raby Buſie and the Poppet indeed, as it has hitherto been; For 
in all Diſputes the Terms ought. to be clear and adequate, 
to avoid Cavils and endleſs Squabbles about Words; and 
inextricable. Obfcurity, This was told Mr. Collier at the firſt 


appearance of his firſt Book; but he finds it Safer, and 
more to his Purpoſe, to go on in the General Obfcnrity of the 
Word, than to bring his beloved Smut, Prophaneneſs, &c. 
ne i OI TIN lt Ns 
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Fi He is charg d with Miſcitations, Falſe Conſtructionsi- 
and eh Falſe Meanings on other Menus Words, but i oY 
lar from thinking it worth his while to diſptove the Charge; ne; 
be takes no notice of the Quotation he made out of Ber. 
Johnſon's Diſcoveries, Patch'd up of Two different Places, l 
and the middle, which alter'd the meaning, entirely left | 
ont. He only {ays he has zot forced the meaning of the 
Poets ; and when he ſhou'd prove what the Auchor of the 
Relapſe produces of Bull's Speech guilty of Smut, he only 
ſays he fears he ſhou'd difoblig the Render by endea- 
Youring of it. 6 | 
And he is in the right ont, for. by this nauso A — 4 
| Pan hy he muſt have diſcover'd how far he is read in . = 
the Language of the Brothels, and with how much eaſe he v 
cou'd pervert the plain and obvious meaning of the Words, | | 
when no Body but himſelf can diſcover any tendency . to "mY 
Smut or Prophaneneſs in them. 

Hotſp. That indeed is the way never to be convincd; 4 
and after this what wou'd it ſignifie to ſhew his Falſe = we 
preſentations of Things, his Miſconſtructions, or his Falſe _ 
Reaſoning; you are convinc'd of his Excellence, and will | | 


1 


. 


be convinc'd of it right or wrong. 


Sir Jer. That may be the Caſe with ſome of the Friends of 
the Book; but not 5 my Lady, Mr. Hotſpur, ſhe has irrefra- 
_ gable Arguments for her Opinion, and therefore is not with- 
in the Verge . 5-4 your Reflection. Mr. Colliers Acquain- - 
tance with the Ancients is too viſible to be deny 'd. | 
Hot ſp. True, I own it ſo viſible that his Talent of Mit- Wo 
repreſenting can't be hid here too. He brings the an- 
cients to condemn the Moderns, and at the ſame time ex- 
cepts the only Poet extant that is à Parallel to the Mo- | 
derns; if they are guilty of his Accuſation, Ariſtophdnes o 
is ſo viſibly guilty of Obſcenity, that as Mr. Congreve nñs 
© obferv'd, he names things directly, which Ne. of the 1 
Voderns * Aa * Entendre being their bart Crimes | Y 
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_ but by his way of. Arguing the Moderns muſt be 'more- 
Criminal than the Ancients ; becauſe he, as he calls it, he 


cuts off Ariſtophanes 5 had there been more Greek Comic 


Poets extant, he- wou'd have done-the ſame with them, 
and then his Argument had been . juſt in this manner. 

The Moderns are more guilty: of Smut than the Ancients, 
if you take away all the Ancients that are guilty of Smut. 


This is the real force of all- he has ſaid about Ariſtophanes 
in that Chapter, and this is his way of Arguing. Can 


this convince or pleaſe any but Children? For the Argu- 
ment is much more forceable thus, Ariſtophanes is very 


Obſcene, and he writ but after the Mode | of: the Age, 
therefore to judge of what is not extant, by, what is, the 


Ancients were much more guilty of Oben than the 
Moderns. | 


Sir Ferry, But. . is no Arguing from Heatheniſm to 
- Ebriſtianity. 


| Hotſp.. Why does Mr. Collier do ſo then 2 If his Inſtan- 


ces are nothing to the purpoſe, why are they produc d? 


I'm ſure” tis plain he urg'd them to prove the Novelty 
and Sin; gularity of the Modern Poets Tranſgreſſion in 
ſeveral Particulars z but if they prove quite the _— 
to what he produc'd them for, ſhall he immediatel 


'em off, and ſay there is no Arguing from Paganiſm s 5 


| Chriſtianity. | 


Dra. It proves at leaſt this. undeniably, : that his Ca- ; 
lumny is a falſe: Charge, and that the Moderns are not . 


0: culpable as the -Ancients:. 


Lord Vaunt. But you ſee, reſuſe me, that he has prov? d 
"Ariſtophanes an Atheiſt, and a prophane Fellow; and if 


you are fond: of his being of. your: Party, rat. me, you 


may have him, he! hehe! he! 
Dra. To ſee, my Lord, how things e miſtepreſen- 
ted, I have read Mr. Rywer's Books of Criticiſms, and he 


"= Man, fully as. we acquainted with the Ancients, as Mr. Co. 


1 lier 


. a. | 
* 
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ner in the Opinion of the Town; and he gives us a quite 
- contrary Image of ' Ariſtophanes ; he makes him a Man of 
| Merit, a Man of a bold and undaunted Vertue, who 
purſu'd Vice where-ever it was, either in the greateſt Stateſ- 


man, General, Poet, Orator, or Philoſopher ; that he kept 
Pride; Self-def] igus, and the Ambitious Machinations of 
the Great Men of Athens, in Bonds, in Awe, and ſo was 
the Guardian of the Safety and Service of the Common- 
wealth, and that the wholſome Liberty of the Stage in theſe 
Particulars was Silenc'd by the Arbitrary Law of the 
Thirty Tyrants 5 (but that may be the Cauſe Mr. Collier is ſo 
fond of that Law) and then for his Charge of Atheiſm, 


Mr. Rymer will tell you that he was only for the expoſing . 
the Folly of the Plurality of the Athenian Gods, Which | 


was the ſame Cauſe for which Socrates dy d. 
Clem. Eh! Medem, this is furiouſly kay, when 


Mr. Collier tells you that he accus d or expos'd Socratet only 


for his Belief of the Unity of the Godhead, ' 


Dor. But, Madam, Mr. Collier's Aſſertion is of no force; | 
when we know chat the Abuſe of Socrates proceeded from 


4 Private Quarrel, not that Opinion ; and that Revenge 

made Ariftophanes take hold of the Popular Opinion to 
compaſs what he aim d at. 

© Lord Vaunt. A good Argument, refuſe me, for the Ho- 
neſty of the Man. 

Hotſp. I will not ſay much in Juſtification of the A500. 
becauſe I find Mr. Collier makes uſe of the ſame againſt 
the Poets, who being profeſs'd Enemies to Vice, to Hy- 
pocriſie and- Sedition, he makes uſe of the Artifice of 


Legerdemain to make them appear Blaſphemous, Lovers and 
Promoters of Obſcenity, Prophanenelſs and Immorality © 


juſt Ariſtophanes againſt Socrates. 


Dor. But the Greek Poet has the Advantage of the = 
; gl Yn © the. Matter of Fact Was my and Socrates was 
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33 Dye Beaux of the Stage 

- guilty according to the Law of thgt Country; but the Poets 
are abſolutely innocent of the greateſt part of the Charge. 
Ura. Nay, his Pique to His Countrymen is very re- 


markable, he can ſpeak. of Euripidess calling Whoring + 


Stupidineſs and Folly, but overſee Old Acafte's Advice to 
his Sons, and Chamonts Advice to his Siſter, in the Or- 
phan, on the ſame Subject, beſides a whole Volume to that 
- purpoſe, which might be Collected out of our Modern 
Plays. — 57 | ET 15 
Dor. Nay, Mr. Collier has forgot what his beloved 
Euripides (who was indeed a great Man) tells him, That 
he that praiſes the Cuſtoms and Manners of another. Country, 
j no Friend to his own. TS Rea IL 
 Hotſ, But when a Man of Mr. Collier's Judgment can 
extol Euripides only for barely calling Whoring - Stwpidneſs 
and playing the Fool, and at the fame time rail at and abuſe 
his own Countrymen for giving a more emphatic De- 


monſtration of that Maxim, by ſhewing the Truth of it 


by Examples, making every one ſee it plainly by its In- 
- guietudes, Hypocriſies, Quarrels, Profuſion, and Ruin of 
both Reputation and Eſtates; what ſhall we ſay of his 
Honeſty, as tender a Point as he thinks ite 
Dra. Right, can any one ſee Dorimant (as engaging 
as Mr. Collier may think his Character) ſo Falſe, ſo Fickle, 
to quit immediately the Woman he has undone, forſake 
and abuſe Loveit, who was. paſſionately fand of him, and 
no ſooner enjoy Belinda, but leave her, and not plain- 
ly and obviouſly reflect on the Folly of Surrendring to 
a Man of the Town, and quitting our Vertue 1 ſo 
frail and ſhort-liv'd a Satisfaction, which muſt inevitably 
loſe us what we deſire, and which nothing but our 
Vertue can retain. And thus again in Mrs. Fond lemife 
(tho the Poet has at laſt indeed, as it were, brought 


ber off with her Husband) are not all the Fatigues, the 


Diſquiets, the Frights, the Diſcoveries, and the Ingratitude, 
8 ; Aba | | do!” 5 and 


py , — 


dnnn Blanket, & . 39 

and Infidelity” of her Gallant, ſufficient to deter 
any Woman of Common Senſe from being falſe to her 
Husband ; and is not her Character a juſt Warning and 
Reproof to any Man of ſuch a diſproportionable Age, to 
have a care of Marrying any Woman of ſo much Youth, 
without a good Aſſurance of her Vertue ? 87 


Dor. But to make the Caſe more plain, let us but ſup- j 
poſe what is common; a Woman innocent enough in 3 
her Nature, tho” frail or uncapable of reſiſting the Temp- 
tation of Curioſity and Love join'd together, preſs'd by 3 1 
the engaging Wit, Artifice, and "Perſon of a handſom 1 


young Libertine, that has regard to nothing but his own 
immediate Satisfaction, ſpares no Vows, no Oaths of % 
Conſtancy and Love, (which yet he thinks no more of) 1 
no Method, nor canning Art of Perſuaſion to ſteal on the Woo 9 
Heart and Affections of a young innocent Lady, un- ; : 
pradticd and unskilkd in the Common Fallities - 

of Common Men, hoping the Truth and Reali- 


ty of their Vayvs, confiding in their {worn Sincerity and = 
_ Secrecy, tir d perhaps with the Moroſeneſs of an old, and - 
incited by the Blandiſhments of a new, Lover, ſhe yields with- 4 
out knowing the Danger. Then too late ſhe finds the 


11k ſhe did not foreſee, and wiſhes in vain that ſhe had been 
_  forewarn'd of the Infidelity of the Young Wild Fellows 
of the Town, the Evils of an unlawful. Amour, and how 
falſe and fleeting the empty Enjoyments of Vice always. 
Prove. Then ſhe comes too late to the Play-houſe, and 
only ſees with Sorrow what, if ſeen before, wou d have fore- 
warn'd her wavering Reſolutions, and prevented her Ruin. 
And theſe Affairs the more lively and truly they are drawn. 
the more touching, and of the greater Uſe, they are. "0 
- Hotſp. But this is not the only Vice and Folly the ö 
Stage reproves and expoſes. Had he read the Virtuſ o, 
he wou d have found a Character, a juſt Reflection on 
which won'd have done him ſome. good, and have pre | 
8 N vented 
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_ vented him, like Sir Formal, from . ng it 85170 often, 

'.” =O Mouſe-trap; and never have labour d, for the Flou- 

riſhes of a falſe Rhetoric, and the 80 phiſms of à falſe Rea- 
ſoning, to obſcure the ruth, and 8 and confound the 
Common Reader. W ho but he cou di read the Plain Dealer, 
and quarrel with ſome Affronts to his a Modeſty, 
and never mention the numerous and admirable Iu- 
ſtructions of the Place, from whence there is ſcarce any 
thing relating either to our Conduct or Honeſty, but 
may be learn'd, not only from the excellent Reſſections 
through the whole Play, but by the very Charatters,Plot, Moral, 

| of the Play it ſelf. 

Dor. Oh! Mr. Collier is usd to that Sort of Dealing, 
be Quotes the Life of | Exripides in Mr. Barns's Edition 
for one thing that he. thinks makes for him, but takes no 
notice of all that may make againſt him. 
Sir Jerry. Why, no Man is oblig'd to furniſn tis Ad- 
verſary with Arguments againſt himſelt. 

Dor. Not if he Argues for Arguing ſake, as tis more 

than probable that Mr. Collier does 3 but if Truth, Sir, the 

| Naked Truth and Honeſty, be his Aim, no Argument ought 
=_ to be paſs d over unclear d which make for the con- 

'trary "Poſition, which he has done both in Ben. Johnſon's 

| Diſcoveries and here. 

| Hsotñſp. But not to loſe the foregoing! Argument dl A 
* * little. farther clearing and juſtifying faulty Characters, 
Which will anſwer great part of his Book, were his Ob- 
Jections real, not imaginary, I wou'd ask him whether 
t - the Vices repreſented on "He. Stage are not. in the Praftice | 


< 


. Hof the World? r PEW EE ety To 
ij . No doubt of it. 8 

n * Fotſp. There are then Temp ters of the Chiſtity of 
* Wives and Maids, whoſe principles are _ looſe, Whole 
wee ile, and Def igns meerly ſelfiſn, and many of theſe 
Mien of a Sprightly Addreſs, whoſe Wit impoſes . on the 


"Es them that liſten to em; 3. now to ſhew this 
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Jo as if kagpins'F in che World is the Poet's 1 by 


that Means to warn the Ladies of the danger of theit 


Converſation, Who might elſe be won by their Falſe 
Vows, and ill apply'd Wit. But hen on the faithful 
Picture of the Drama they obſerve that there are Men 
of Wit, wo wunt Judgment enough to embrace Vertue, 
make no more than a wretched ill-natur'd Jeſt of a 
Woman's undoing, it muſt of neceſſity arm them againſt | 
the rful Temptation. 
4. For my part 1 have ſeen many plays, e deen 
8 lee many more, very well acted, but never found any 
f thoſe Effects Mr. Collier charges on the Stage; nay, in 
all my Converſation and Acquaintance 1 cou'd never 
meet with any one individual Perſon that receiv'd 'thoſe 
ſtrange Impreſſions. I have indeed ſeen Tears drawn 
from the Eyes of both Men and Women, but that cou'd 
have no ill Effect on their Morals; 1 have ſeen Laugh- 
ter provok d by Comedy, and Mirth is what St. James him- 
ſelf allows. I {Pa known ſeveral come away from a 
good Tragedy with Pious Reſolutions, and a Contempt of - 


the World;-of Ambition and falſe Glory, which were ſub- 


ject to ſuch ſudden Overturns; ; but never heard of any 


hn 


that either Joft or weaken'd der Vertue by the Mea 2 


or ſeeing a 'Play. 


Dor. But ſhou'd thts be a falle Tulſtarice* produc'd, the 7g 


ſtrange perverſneſs of the Nature of One or Two is no 
Proof againſt us, ſince ſome will turn the moſt Whele- 
ſome Food to crude and noxious” Humours, by reaſon. of” 
a bad and corrupt Digeſtion. 


Fi 


- "Ura., Nay, I am ablolutely convinc d that (es ceptirig ms 3 


few Expreſſions, and ſome few Plays) the Stage is not bad, but 


miſtepreſented. Nay, if the Buſineſs of Plays be what Mr. 


Collien tells us in the Introduction to his firſt Bock, it is, 


or — to IF the moſt vallid __ next the Pulpit 3 


—_ 


- 
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| Maintenon's Recluſ 


; you, that you will not be 
Houſe as you have been of late. 


— 
— 


\ 


for our a Dary i is Morality Fa 13 if we * wiſt: be-- x 


lieve him againſt it, muſt we not believe Him for it? 


or. Nor has he clear'd the Point i in his Defeuce, a 


ns W tbe Athalia of Racine, that if it were; not deſignd 


for the Stage, he bas nothing to Object; for Madam 
11 es, if we believe ſome printed Accounts, 
are not ſo Innocent but the Stage Ladies may cope with - 


them for their Vertue; and tis certain moſt of the ſame 
People, at leaſt. the Court Part of, it, make up the Audience 


of one and the other. Now in Common Acceptation; ex- 
eat aula qui volet eſſe pius,, let him leave the Court that 
would be Pious, is what Ws it; the other Part of the 


Theatre Audience on as good a Bottom as the Court; 


thus there eing no Mora nor Real Evil in the: Boards, 


5 Brick, Stone; Paintings, Gr. in the Publick Theatre above 
the Private Stage, and the Audience being the ſame, or at 


leaſt as Religious and Good, his Exception about, Atha- 
lias being defign'd for the Stage, remains Mill, as fooliſh 
AS gVver. 

Ura.. Well, Madam, I ho! chis has, 15 far . : 
uch an utter Foe. to the Play- 


Sir Ferry. Madam, when your Partiſans here will talk 
all, and hear nothing, 'tis no wonder they ain their 
Point, at leaſt in their own Opinion. 

Clem. And you really. think the ge; 18 not guiley of 


what he charges on it. 


Dor. That ſome. particular plays . dis — be 
queſtion d, but what is that to the Stage in general? Conſult 


the. Evangelian Armat am, and you'll find a good number of 
Sermons full of Blaſphenm, but 


will you argue from thence 


that the Polpit in general is Blaſpbammòñ., 2 Feet this is 


255 all the force of Mr. Colliers References ſome particnlar 


Ve is ſo. 


Plays in ſome ar kai Faces are ane W the,” 
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ß. Nay, and which is yet mote ridiculots, to bring 


_ev'n that Truth into 


Heads quoted what is only wreſted to an ill meaning, 
"withbut being vealh gailty of it. 


Sir Jerry. Well, I ſhall ſee Mr. Collier in a Day or Two, 10 


and III give him the Sum of what you have ſaid on 


> this Poitit, and 1 am pretty ſure he'll be of my Mind, 


that you have not clear d the Stage, or anſwer d his 


Charge. 


Dor. I will not belle e to ill of bis Senſe as to think 
him incapable, being convinc d by Evidence; but I confeſs, 
I can eafily, from what he has done already, believe that 
his Honeſty, as tender as he calls it, will let him deny 
his Conviction, ſeck out ſome trifling Cavils, retuth ſome 
malicus Inſinuations, and ſo with. Scandal evade the 
force of the Argument, and. make work for a new 
Bock, which is ſure to bring him in 30 or 100 Guineas 
from the Hypoeritical Party, beſides his Copy-Money. 


Cuule when You grow Scurrilous. 


Dor. My Lord, the Reſult of his Publick Wotks is 
no Seurrilous RefleHon. When a Man thinks it does not - 


concern His Re utation and Honour to write directly atid 


ay for the TRUTH, tis no Crime to tell him BY 


1 5 Words. 


Jra, Come, come, my Lady Coats, you ſhall not 


deny me, the Relapſe is play'd to Morrow, and we will 


go ſee it, and then we ſhall judge the better Of the 
q Tuſtics of the Remarks, 111 lend my Servant to beſpeak | 


Places immediately. 
N Eh! fye, Medem, let me dey if the very Thoughts 


Ga, do not put me into à kind of Convulſions. Eh! 


name not the nee a 


queſtion, he has under all the 


Lord Vaunt. Rat me, Dorimant, "tis © tign of a baffled 
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Da. why, Madam, I have known you a very great” 
frequenter of the Boxes in that very Play-1 -houſe. FR re 
.- now. ſo-averſe to? _ 
1 Ah! Medem, reviye not my Misfortune, wy In. 
9 2 Nay, Couſin in, 8 t receive my Infamy G OT 
Clem. But indeed this I may ſay for my paſt Foible 
in that particular, I did not perceive any Smut, any . 
modeſty, Prophaneneſs or Irreligion, in the P lays at that 
time. Would your Ladiſhip. belie ve it, Medem? Let me 
dey if I did not ſee thoſe very Plays that are now ſo. 
ariouſly odious to me with all the Innocence in the 
World. Nay, ſo blind was I, that I did not perceive the 
leaſt of theſe horrid Crimes in any of them. 
Sir Jerry. Quſtomary Swearing you know, Madam, takes 
away the ſenſe of it. 
Clem. But let me dey, Medem, I had no Cocker read- 
this Divine Man's. Book, but I tarn'd immediately to the 
Plays which I bought for that End, and found all he ſaid 
true to a tittle, ſo much did he open my Eyes, and cure 
my Blindneſs! Eh! Medem, his Book preſently clear d my 
Underſtanding, ſharpen'd my Apprehenſion, and enlarg d 
my Fancy ;. for I found it all Swat, all Prophaneneſe, and 
1ermarality,, too groſs to blot - his e N with, 
Dr. Is it poſſible, Madam! © 
Clem, Eh! Ged. Medem, let me dey if he be not a- 
moſt Charming Man. at diſcovering . 5 and Ordures 
tere is not, his Fellow in the Univerſe': Believe me, 
Medem, I have experiencd, it not 00D) but ſeveral.” 
times. r 
Dor. How, Madam! Several . times,” aſter. you were. 
convinc'd that it was, Obſcene © | 
Clem. Oh! Yes, Mr. Dorimant, 1 read: it once to lee 
whether it were ſo or not; and finding it ſo, I read 
it again to * conſirmd that I was not miltaken; t 


— 
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third 1 time to be ſure that 1 advane'd nothing but Truth 
when Idefended his Judgment in Obſcenity ; and a fourth. 
Elix. Oh | Good Madam, for what? A fourth ſay | 
_ RE: : 
Clem. Les, a fourth, to raiſe my Indignation againſt 
the Poets, 84 wonder at the Ladies that yet frequen- 
ted their Performances; and a fifth time—— 
Da. Oh! Madam, for God's. ſake no more, or you. 
give me Convulſions "too in my turn! f 
Clem. Why, do you think Mr. Collier read them but 
once over? No, no, he is too perfect in them all n 
to have read them over, and over, and over again, an 
again too. And let me tell yeu, you may read them 
over as often as you . pleaſe, if it be with a good in- 
tent, to fortiſie yonr Averſion to the Prophane Stage. 
1 Hothp. But, Madam, if you may read em ſo often for 
that End, why may you not ſee. them. as often for the - 
ſame End? + + 
Clem. O Lard ! Sir, no ſeeing, I beſeech you ! Lard; to ſee 
_ beaſtly things; no, no, I have left. off ſeeing Saut and 
haneneſs, let me dey! 
* I ſwear, Madam, you are ſomething „ 
„and ſingular in your apprehenſion of things. | 
Chim: Eh! Medem, not ſo ſingular neither Im not- 
the only Lady that "has forſaken the Play-houſe on the 
DD Mr. Colliers Bock: There's Mrs. Trifle.,and; her 
whole Family, her Five Daughters: and all, who never Y 
ns'd to. miſs a 17500 Play, have on this Account TOE 
- abdicated- the Play- houſe. lf 
Hosp. Pray, Madam, Why? 
Gem. Becauſe, as Mr. Collier ſhews you, che beaſtly | 
- Poets fill, their Plays with abominable Ordures, ie 
Draa. And con'd not. they and your Ladiſhip, who are 
of ſo very nice a Smell, and ſingularity in Vertue and Re- 
legion, f find out this Before Mr. Colliers Book: came * 4 
. | [7 . 


* 
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Clem, I have told you that they paſsd "unhecded ; let 
me dey, I now wonder at our Stupidity. 2 


as the Calumny is Falſe, and yet the certain and inevita- 
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D. If your Imaginary Ordures were not fo viſible 


as to be _ diſcoyer'd by all thole Women of the niceſt 


Vertue and Senſe, wic come to Plays, ray, who en- 
courag' d theſe very Plays, and do yet frequent them, and 


ſay yet that they cannot make thoſe Infamous Diſcove- 


ries in them, tis a ſign that the Stage is not ſo guilty 


as is pretended; for where there is any honeſt meaning 


in the bare Words, tis the Hearer, or ſuch Reader as Mr. 
Collier, that create the Ordnres and Criminal Smell. 

Dior. If there be a double Entendre, why, Madam, will 

you and your Friend put us to the Bluſh by taking away 


the innocent Garment, and ſetting naked before us the 
guilty Signifi cation. F 
Clem. Phee! Mr. Dorimant, whenever there is a double 


Meaning, care is taken to ſet the worlt fide of the Ex- 


preſſion to the Audience. EE nr GEN 

 Hotſp. By Mr. Collier, indeed, who points you to ſuch 
and fuch Places, and tells you there is Obſcenity enough, if 
your Imagination will but aſſiſt you in the diſcovery. 


Dra. But, Madam, were that care you ſpeak of 
taken either by the Poet or the Player, then it muſt al- 


l 


a known lewd Diverſion; which is a Rudeneſs as Bruta 


ble- Conſequence: of what both you and Mr; Collier affert ; 


and this is the Court he awkwardly makes to the La- 
dies in behalf of his Book. For to deny that theſe 
Plays were encoutag'd by the Ladies of Vertue and Ho- 
nour, as well as Quality, and by them frequented, is to 


7 3 


Honour (who by frequenting encourage theſe Plays) not : 
to diſcover it; arid thus Mr. Collier is pleas'd to. bring in 
all the Ladies of Quality and Vertue guilty of favourin 
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: ding: 5 Matter of . of which es ate a Thouſand! | 
. Witne 8s. b bs og tot 
Dar. But to ay that etz Places! 3 % viſible i 
obvious before Mr. Colliers Book of Strange Diſcoveries, 
is to grant, that the Accuſation is not ſo evident, the 
Crimes not ſo plain, as is pretended by him and his 
Abettors; that they were never before taken in that 
lewd Senſe he is now pleasd to give them; and by con- l 
ſequence, that not the Noets, but the Reformer, is guilty | 
of Immmodeſty and Samt, &. 
Fot ſp. Fe I think, that any Lady, 8 on his Book. . 2 
(iich is ſo diſtinct from Truth and Evidence) forſakes te 
Diverſion of the Play-houſe, plainly and ſhameleſly con- 9 l 
feſſes that ſhe ſaw all this before, and was delighted. 38 
with the nauſeous Entertainment, while it remain'd a 2M 
Secret, and #nmaskd ; but the luſcious Feaſt is by Mr. Col- 
lier opened to every Body, ſhe is aſham'd of the Plea- "No 
' ſure her Hypocrifie can no longer protect her in. Theſe 1 
are the unavoidable Complements Mr. Collier makes the ot 
Ladies of Vertue and Honour, as well as Quality, who * 
ever have, and ſtill do, frequent the Theatre. 
Dor. No wonder he ſhou'd tell us of his Surprize that 
Vertue had yet any footing among us, when this was 
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his Notion of the Fineſt, moſt Senſible, and moſt Ver- = 
| Wong, Women of the World. ry 
Ura. This is his engaging Way to draw our Admira- 
tion of his Book———— But, Ladies and Gentlemen,  __* 
the Evening is warm, and the Moon ſhines ſo ,,, 
that I fancy a Walk in the Garden will not be ung rate 
ful, and the cool Breeze of the 4 may * the —_— 
heat of your Diſpute. _ 8 


Lord Vaunt. Refuſe me, "Madan: 1 think your Ladiſhip- 


| admirably in the right of- it. | So I may get an 6 
ee of 6 with 12 from the reſt of the * - 
Company, -— 


£ | . (1 
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the Stage 


; Company, and make' thoſe Advances a Cavalier, ſo well 
vers d in Gallantry, ought to do to a Lady alone; 
Dor. Twill be at leaſt an agreeable Ceſſation for. us to 
= recover Breath, and our Adverfaries their Temper 5 well 
erefore wait on your —. 
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Dor. Hus you a ſee, Sir 5 chat 1 hank les ont 

that the Stage is the School of Vertue, where 
Vice wh 1 Folly. are. expos d, and Vertue promoted; or 
to put it into Mr. Colliers own Words, which are more 


prevalent with you, I have made it appear that the Buſi- 


neſs of the Stage is to Recommend Vertue, and Diſcoun- 
tenance Vice, to ſhew the Uncertainty of Humane Great- 


rity of Pride and Fancy, to make Folly and Falſhood 


Contemptible, and to bring every thing that is Wl under | 


Infamy and Neglect. ine 912-1 
Sir Jerry. Go on, Si- —— ' 
Dor N Gh, Sir. Jerry, from this Maxim of Mr. Collier 8, 
it follows that theſe Vices, and theſe Follies, muſt be 
drawn, or elſe they cou d not be expos d. Is it not there- 
fore ali Argument of an Inveterate Hypocrite that makes 


your Reformers ſuch Enemies to the Stage? If you are A 4 


ſuch Tealots for Morality, firſt Reform your ſelxes —=< 

Next, pray why are you leſs ſevere on Taverns, Brandy- | 

Shops, * other Tippling- -houſes, on Gaming-Tables, 
H | 


Uſurers, 


'neſ$; the ſudden Turns of Fate, and the unhappy Con- 
cluſions of Violence and Injuſtice, to expoſe 4 Sin gula- 


8 0 2 * 3 _ 1 ' . 5 I 2 * 1 
. . ? l I * 3 , 
= 4 p - wy : of _ wa ths N = 
: * * * 4 * 3 
4 „ 


*. 


21 Baur of 156 — 


- Uſurers, Oppreſſors of the Poor, Betrayers of the Publick, 
It | Libellers of the State and Church, and the like. 
—_ Sir Jerry. We muſt do all things by degrees. 
Dor. Tou begin therefore with your Endeavours to ſup- 
=_. * that which. from your o.]. Confeſſiqn is uſeful, to the 
1 promoting the End you pretend to, and let thoſe hings ; 
= alone to hereafter which all the World with one Voice 
condemn as pernicious to Vertue and to Mankind. And. Jet 
14 me tell you, Sir Jerry, if the Stage did not make its Buſineſs 
un A to expoſe Knaves and Hypocrites, you wou'd ſay nothing to 
| 7 i it is becauſe it declares againſt you ont you are ſo Cla- 
| Mmorous againſt'that. 


1 Sir Jerry. Well, well, Mr. R let all Mankind, 
| „ Neon and Demonſtration, ſay what they will, Im fure | 


Im in the right: — 2 
3 Dor. There indeed ſpoke: the Enemies of the Stage all; in 
1 one; vou are a Pleaſant Arguer, Sir 7 


erry, my Word. 

2 erry. But you have not touch d one thing, che mect- 
—_ ing of ſo many lewd People together. 
5 Dor. The ſame meet at the Church, the Maecting hon e, 
T "the. 33 Epſom, Tunbridge, &cc. 

NG „All, all unlawful Meetings, where there are, A 

Dove wo ol Three. Do Gonne 
** Dor. Ha! ha. ha But ſee the lde 10 7117 


. 


"Ever Lord Vaunt-Title, Urania, Eliza, and Fn 7 


Elz. My Lord, proteſt L can gather nothing. wow all | 
Jou have Haid but er, Sens Eſteem you have for Tour 
"own Quality. 
_ © Lord Vaunt,. And don? t you tink? * Medem, .that others 
- ought to have the like, refuſe me Hal 
liz. Refuſe you © ſhall: or. all that + Lean diſcover: in 
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Toft in a Blanket, &cc. 
Clem. Eh! Ged, Medem, you de 


IE 
ſtroy my Night's: Reſt by 
one word more for the Stage; it has loſt me all the Pleaſure 
of this Moonlight Walk Wut your. Charming Gardens 
Oh, Sir Jerry, Um ſure I come to Join in your: e 


over this obſtinate One. 


Dor. Faith, Madam, we Ve, 1 like trae Di putantz, 

both weary, but neither convincd. But I have rad a 
conſiderable Difcovery, Madam Om nich will ſhock 
your eſteem for Sir Jer. 

"Ora. Ah! Pray let us hear that, Mr. Dorimant, for t 
wou'd be Triumph indeed; | O eit 

Clem. But a Triumph, Medem, that your Ladin, let 

dey, will not obtein. 
Dor. I can aſſure you that he is now going on a Work 
that will for ever diſoblige you. 
Clem, Eh! Ged, Mr. Dorimant, that's im poſſible! 
Dor. Nay, Iconfeſs 1 may be deceiv Th and you that 
cou d ſacrifice your Reaſon to his Opinion, may, perhaps, 
diſcharge your Pleaſute and Inclination too on that Account. 
diem. That you may be ſure of, Mr. Dorimant, for, Gad 
forgive me, I was too too wickedly inclin d to ſee thoſe 
filthy plays, 'til he and Mr. Collier made me a Convert 
Dor. Hear then, Madam, thus it is— having depriv'd you 
of all Rational and Honourable Recreations, he . to 
confound your meer Divetſions too, as Tunbridge, 
the Bath, Rioknrond, Lambeth, and Iſlington, Wells, He Bo 
the Mall, Spring Garden, nay, the very Fields chat lead = 
thoſe wicked Places, are to go down; Vice and Vanity are 
to be diſpatch'd Root and Branch, and you mult; (as a 
© Bench Popiſh Prelate has it) like the onen Feu, divert 
your ſelves with your Children at home. | 
Ora. But what if we have none? 6 
Lord Vaunt. Rat me, Medem, you muſt get 'em, „ he ! be! 1 
he 5 Refuſe me if r be ay a e Fellow, Ha! 
2 ha! SPIT | jy $75 1. WT 


p H 2 OTE Clem. 
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JA = The 2 Nals Fr the Sage BA 
„Cue AEn l Good Mr. Dorimant, you kill me you 
ſafocate me; you put me into Ane a Convul- 
ſions No Epſom: No | Twnbridge! Impoflible! It can- 
not be l Speak, Sir Jerry Are you ſo furiouſly Cruel to 
take away trom the Ladies our velaved. e and all 
at 107 20) il mood . M 

Hir Jerry. Moſt certainly, en the Work of Godli- 
neſs is not to be done by halves! What avails the ſhuttin 
the Doors of that Houſe of Dagon, ihe Play-houſe, if we 
leave him the Hills and High Places To drive the Devil from 
his Chamber - Practice, and leave him the Fields? 10 . 

Clem. Eh! Ged. But the poor People, let me dey, twill 


be hard on the Inhabitants of thoſe Places, Sir Jerry, Wh 
live by the Reſort of Company. 


Kir 4 So do the debauehd Acbors, Madart;—bix 
for the future let Godlineſs be a Gain, and det the Wicked 


Starve! For Wealth gives Conſideration! | Now Im for 
making People rich by Vertue, and ſo turn the Pomp and 
Vanity of the World Io: the better ſide. If People got 
Eſtates by Religion, how wow d the Churches be throng'd, 
and the Clergy ador'd 2 For Wealth gives Conſideration —— 
I ſtick to that Tis. true, tis hard for the People of 
Epſom, Tunbridge, &c. to Starve yet the Herb of the 
Field, and-the Water of the Brook, will prevent that 
The Patriarchs fed ſo, and why not they? If they wou'd 
fare better, let em come into our Reforming Project. 
Clem. But let me dey, Sir Jerry, this is furiouſly extrava- 
gant—— Perſons of all Sorts go thither to drink the Waters 
5 the Cure of Diſtempers, and the like, Sir Ferry. _ | 
Sir Ferry. Ay, ay Madam and the like may ſignifie 
much; but as for the reſt, they are meer Pretences to get 
Opportunities of Wickednels, for can't they have the Wa- 
ters brought home? Is it decent, do you think, to have 
ſo many Men and Women meet together? is not the 
Dey ready enough at home, but they muſt go ſeek him our, 


and 
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4 1 of3'd in a Blanket, &c. _ 17 
and run into Temptations— The Ancient Pagan: were more 
cantious 3, their Young Maids, nay, - and their Matrons too, 
were never permitted to go abroad to Publick Meetings, and 
were only treated by their Relations ; and ev'n in this wicked 
Age, a Il ; Italy, Spain, Portugal, Greece, Natolia, in ſhort, 

all A and Africa, manage them ſo till. 
Dor, Right, Sir Jerry, I am now your Convert, there is a 
Majority againſt the Practice of our Ladies; and the Rules 
of a uſt be taken from the greater number; for 
ſo Mr. Collier 7 for the Stage, and the Stage is the Image 
of the World ar of] E 1119 TA I 4 Þ 5 | | 
L Jerry, Well, I Gurt forbear ſaying an honeſt Leg hen 
or Turk is none of the worſt Chriſtians; and a very indiffe- 
rent Religion well believ'd will go a great way: 
Dor. I ſubmit, Sir Ferry, I Swear you have Conquer'd.: 
You have Ten Colliers in your Belly 3 for this is infinitely 
more to the Purpoſe, than all he has urg d. 
Fr Ferry. Do you think that it is not highly. Immodeſt for I 
Men and Women to meet at the Wells, and drink the ſame 2% 
Waters? But then is it not Monſtrous, moſt Babyloniſh, and J 
Obſcene, for Men and Women to go into the Bath together 2? 
Do you not imagine on thoſe Occaſions the Men have Paſ- 
ſions rais'd that cannot be diſcharg'd without Trouble, or 
ſatisfied without a Crime, as Mr. Collier ſays MR EI 
Dor. Admirable, Sir Jerry, he ſpeaks like an Oracle. 
Sir Jerry. Is not the Tranſition eaſie from one Sex to ano-— 
- ther? As thus at the Wells —— the Waters are the ſame, 
they paſs the ſame way, and the diſtance that parts em is 
too ſmall to keep off the Imagination which is Pregnant on 
theſe Occalions— Filthy. Idea's will preſent themſelves be- 
fore us— and the whole Scene of Su. to ſay no worſe— 
will come in view— © h | 
Dor. Excellent, Sir Jerry. | F . 
Sir Ferry. As for Example, the Gallant drinks the Water 
with his Miſtreſs (I mean his Whore) for I'm for givingeve- 
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Door to wor 


Mind down the Ladies Walk, (I cry vo Merc 


Sir Jerry? 


of Eaſe, that puts hit in tin ' Whetca 


5 Impertinent— 


5 ſneaking Civility to Vice is 


— 


re Ban? FF FR he. | 


mag oper Name; to complement Vice; Ivy 
ipping the Devils they Pöth take their turhs, 
having firſt wiſhed th other's Water Efbe Päſſage; (Ob che 
Lewdnels of the Age) it begins to work with kim, this puts 
him in mind of what it may do with her; this leads 5 


fo the 
Whores Walk) while Neceſhty forces' his Body. dow. the 


Mens 


D. But why don t you! call thi Mens Walk the Rogiues, | 
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ry tings its 
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5 arjiney at the place 


bouts ſhe is, and 
when tis come to that Women do R 2 = | 


Clem. Eh! Ged, let me dey, and 5 55 566 'a are b 


Sir Jerry. No Interrupting— Wel, bes 
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All. Ha! ha! W. Ki ha! ni Wed fe oved bo 
Sir Ferry.Nay, Madam, I ſhall not Tompletiient vice⸗ tis but 
one Remove from worſhipping'the Devil. I muſt 90 on 

Clem. For Heav'ns fake, Sir, conſider where you are, 
and roy whom— Modefty is the Chafacter of our Sex; 
and Men that entertain Women with rude Diſcourſe affront 
them; (as Mr. Collier fays) to Treat Ladies with fuch Stuff, 
is to preſume on their Patience to abuſe them. 

Sir Jerry. Ay, ay, Madam, you may fay what you ate. 
but I thall go on View bar is a Vertüle, but Meanneſs and 


fow. my Charattet— "þ mal 89 


on, 1 e 
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D. ir theſe be your Sta ge Races ener b 580 
their Doctrine by a ſpeedy conveyance of them to Bedlay— 


[ Exeunt Ora. Eli. 
Lord Vaunt. Ha! My Pert Eliza flipe away ! III after her. 


Exit. WE 
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her Couſin ; but, Sir Ferry, won't you allow the Bath? You 
know the Quality goes there 7 

Sir Jerrji I am no refpetter of Perſons, the Bath is the 
worlt of all, for that is like putting Men and Women to 


Bed together: O Tempora O More! ' 2 
Clem Will you not then allow Men and Women to 
me "># MY e: 2 14 . a * 381 4 oy | 


Sir Jerry. No, marry won't 1 What ſhou'd they 


meet för? What" uſes to follow the meeting of Man and 


{4 


Woman? Wickedneſs, wickedneſs ; are we not fotbid to 
look on a Woman? And can Women appear in Püblick 


without Dreſſing, and ſhowing their Faces? Nay, their na- 


ed Necks and Breaſts !! And then you know how ecaſig the 
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Traiſition is from one Part of the” naked Bbdy to the other 3 


the Devil is always at hand, and the Fleſh always about us— 


The Eyes, the Noſe, tlie Mouth, and every Patt, in- ſhort, of 
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a Pretty Woman 1 5 tewd Thoughts. If ſhe have 
a pretty little Mouth — why preſently Men are drawinglewd 
Conſequences 3 by a fine Hand and Arm, they will be ed to 
a handſom Leg and Foot, and thence the Bars are too feeble 
to hinder more Criminal Approaches And what need is 
there of all this Ha ve Men enter'd into a League with Weiked-- 
neſs, and ate they not content with the Ns of Solitude, but 
they muſt hunt after more in Company? Believe me, Madam, 


Eknow it by Experience, all Mankind are deprav'd in their 


Appetites and Indlinations, and Vice (as Mr. Collier proves) 
| as made in Solitude 
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_ "firſt City was a Murderer— When in the Woods the Noble 


his Wife or Concabine, to himfelf—- there was no Epſom, . 
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mov d my Averſion, let me dey. *, 


me the age 2 EE AP 
them from corrupting Mens Wives, and ſpendin their Mo- 

ney, from Gaming, Drinking, and all that— but at the 
Play, the wicked Play it ſelf may engage them ayrhile— 


"Then at theſe Places Opportunity gives both Temptation and 


Relief; at the Play-houſe: ſome Accident Way: hinder, or at 
leaſt defer, their Wickedneſs. 


Dor. Ten to One, Sir Jerry, but t that's '$ the Reaſon the La- 
dies have ſo forſaken the Neg., YE 


Clem. Eh ! Gad, Sir Jerry, no more, you have furiouſly { 


. 


Sir Jerry. Why, Madam? Do not the City ſpe nd. their 
_ Eſtates. at theſe lewd Places ? Are not they the Market of 
Sharpers? The Expence of Plays is a Trifle-to them, Ma- 
dam: Beſides, the City Wives meet their Gallants there, and 
abuſe their poor Husbands with the greater eaſe, by the 


promiſcuous Meeting of all Company there, and the abomi- 
nable Liberty, of the Place. 
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Dor. Nay, I'll ev 'n withdraw, for 1. know got when he ll 
CDI as long as he HRS BOY: Hearers of an Adverſe 1255 5 

| Piet al. 
Sir Nay, as if D eſling, Dal: 1 fo forth, 
won 922 do it. They „ Venen in; Publick too, 
Which heats their Blood, hat ſtirs up-their. e that 
letz fire to their Delires, and that. blows u Vertye, 
and makes em run mad to make uſe. a 055 Opportunity; 
for their Motion and Action have a ſtrange, Force. on the in- 
clinations: They add to the Charms of the Perſon chat 
were too ſtrong before, and. deprive, us of all that ſhou'd 


make our Defence. [Looking about}. 1 proteff, Madam, 


we are left alone !— And now, Madam, cannot loſe this 
Opportunity of paying my grateful | 15 n to 
your Ladiſhip for Eſpouſing my Cauſe, 755 it not for 
.. thoſe frail Ladies that .we ha ave. Hop \_ Converts, I 

-.. Proteſt the Poets wou'd run us e But theſe Ladies being 


reat Coquets, engage the Beaux that e ae and 
1 a Party will — any Sy: Clem. 
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Avoid O Madam, 
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F youge on at Ats Shave ſo ſutisuſy p rovokWaeft - 
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hy ha vegyoudeft off Four Go wn! 960 


Ver erm. Becauſe ſomo Aceidents may ha pen Madai chat 


c bers Falle Brother in Lay Habit. e by , : 


mayo; bring? 4 Searidal on the Gown ; and now whatever 


or doi fas dn the Prophane Lalty, and fo I give Sir 
Jol Rruth n Ramſamdo for his Oliver. . r 1 


en But; Sir Jerry, you that correct us all need not 


fear that; you can be in no danger of bringing Scandal, 
who bring ſo much Oſoryit the Go . . 
S Jer ee Nada we are all iMortab-—al Fleſh is 
ou think Madam, chat any Man ativecoud 
ay: lem gs on both Sexes, withoutThaving 
had ae xperiemce of thoſo:EVils and Frailties in 
himſelfp And Sa oin'd with _ Tranſcendent © 
Sharm̃s, which your your Lack diſplays in yon: Reſplendent 
dio Enthufiaftick} that Im 
borne out of my if, and abſolutely fore d ies ee 
you dave raisd a Paſſion ot 
0 ei 6 
fy'd-witho + 
Sir Jerry. That I don't knows What is a Crime to the 


be diſcharg 


Men, is not 


niſnes | as particularly in Private Amour, Where there is 


no Injury e ‚ £--———2n0ls 711913 now voy i THT 


de, Eh! let me dey, if hö be not rica) ſurpri- 


rime d Hi Sil 


Wicked, mayindt be iſo to the Godly: HND guard well 
the Appearance, half the Duty of Religion is preſerv d, and 
you avoid; thei kanal . nnο¹¹E,u Crimepas to 
nene, if nat knπτν⁰˙ i and- in 
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Aion, and Modeſty Paſſion — that is; Lmuſt attaque you. 
2 and yan miſt not reſiſt and ſo the. Decornms and (Character 


their Lovers to Action without fo many Words, twere ſome- 
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vont Sex, and Bolddeſs of mine No Boldn 


ee requires 


of both Sexes are preſery d. If the Poets wou'd bring 


thing — but their fin ns Women often 11 their Repntation by 
might cheaper he happy in Deed than 

in Talk They ſeem. fond of the Scandal, and fearful of 

_ the Pleaſure; whereas the Pleaſure ſhou d engage * r 

Fondneſs and the Scandal their Fear. * 07-4 

Clem. Laab Doctrine, let me dex. 

E Jerry. Are you pleas d with it, Madam vg Lat medey; 

(for I will not ſwear: as much as by thoſe brigtit Eyes, or 

thoſe pretty Lips) if I will not immediately reduce it to 

uſeleſs eee 

ry [rr to kiſs and exubrace it. 

e Let me Aeyaf you are not furiouſly Rude, Sir Jerry 


upon'my Honour? N 
90 Jerry. Not on your 
Perſon 


Words, but 


Jour Honour is only in vou Plea- 


Love, and you all over Charms. 


Oh I Sir, Pray, pray * Wbat, will Ione: Roe 
Honour, Madam, bug on your 
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ſure in Deeds. Lome, come, we = alone, T all over 


ts Cleu on ant Sit: Ferry, I fuer Tü an a from 


you., D 17 e 87 &} vr 2.71 70 v 

d Jerry EB aten Ben mul ue Ml ah longer 
againſt your own Satisfaction your e eee 
Put, Pur t.off/ the Veil, I know you re a Hy 


: Clem; Nay, nom yon begin to be e EF vow 1 1 call 


1 7 out if you won't let me alone pocrite? 15101 
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Jam. Nay, Im fre of it, tor 1 all our Party | 


"Clew. Th Letme dey; ify oa be not Gitioutly Ab 
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k _ kbp! all” Secret; he knows I find that 1 11 71 
what if ftonfirm bim mine by letting him into 9 5 Secret. Sal 


engage kim to Celebrate me as a Vertuous Pitrofitſs of lis 
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Works Eh |! Fee, Sir Jerry, Fll call out— Eh ! Ged, what y 
are you doing— * Sir Jerry— [ [wear we ſhall be caught, * | 
mr Yer en 5 1 N 8 
Sir Jerry. Ay, ay, with Pleaſure, Madam; A. 2 
don't give the Formal Ladies ſome Encouta gemer WY 75 
our Cauſe will fall— Ob uy Lite! my Soul! e 75 . 
N Run: the Company Laughing. "> wr * "ij 


4. Ha! hal hal hel he! het be! e 
Dor. Why, how now, Sir Jerry! What, a Rape ? Bleſs 1 
us, What's become of our Anti-Epſomiſt? What, is this * £89 
Effect of Solitude? . * 
Dra. What, in my Garden too Oh e Sr Jerry | e 
I owe ſomething to your Qtondam Gown (for we have card 
all) or my, Footmen and Horſe-pond tow d revenge the 
Affront. 
Dor. But my Lady Clemene— What, will you ever go to 
the Wicked, "Debanch d, Lewd, Play-houſe any more, when 
the Confounder of the stage can ſp much better divert, you? 
Cem. Let me dey, my Lady Urania, I'm overjoy d that 
pou came to my Reſcue for let me dey, what is a weak 
WMioman in ſuch à Man's Hands. But let me dey, if Sir Jerry 4-53 
be not aPerſon that of all Perſons I never took for ſuch a 
Perſon; but he is become furiouſly, my Averſion, and in 7» 
revenge I will go every Day this Weck to the Play - houſe 
5 1 {4s Gentlemen, I am caught but 1 hope, ſincse 
y Zeal has been private here, ſo you'll let my R 
12 For if the damn d Poets ſuou'd get this Story'by 'the 
end, 1 ſhall be Worried to Death 15 my LE TOW CRY, | — 
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8 . of Buckingham,containing P ts, Letters, and his Speeches 
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